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30 Sufi Treatises of Abid ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami

listed in the short form in which it occurs in the text, followed after an equal sign
by a full name and, in parentheses, a date of death inasmuch as it could be
established by research in the Arabic biographical sources. There are also indices
of qur’anic verses (filrist al-ayat), Hadith statements (fihrist al-ahadith), verses of
poetry (fihrist al-ash‘ar) and place names (fihrist al-amakin). The index of poetic
verses includes the meters of the verses as well as the beginning and end (matla*
and qafiya) of each couplet for accurate reference. The names of poets were
identified by a meticulous search in the primary sources of Arabic biography and
literature.”® The index also includes a citation index that traces relevant
statements of the text in the early Sufi literature (takhrij al-nusiis), thereby
offering insight into the source dependency of Sulami and early authors who
quoted his statements.

78) The index of peetic verses, including the identification of the meters of the verses, is exclu-
sively the work of Dr. Bilal Orfali.
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Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj are explicitly intended by Sulami to constitute appendices
to the Haqa’iq al-tafsir, his major Qur’an commentary, and include Sufi qur’anic
exegesis not found elsewhere. While the other three treatises share a certain
amount of Sufi source material that can be found in Sufi manuals, they
nevertheless include new information about the formation of early Sufi thought
and practice.

In critically editing the text, the following principles have been observed. To
make the text manageable for the reader, it has been arranged by paragraphs,
with a number assigned to each of them in parentheses. The paragraphs have
been numbered in continuous order throughout the text for easy reference in the
index. Wherever possible, each individual paragraph includes one or more items
that form a textual unit, be these anecdotes, poetic verses, qur’anic inter-
pretations or items of Sufi language and terminology. Meters have been added in
brackets, preceding the verses of poetry in the Arabic text. The sura and verse
numbers have been provided at the end of Qur’an citations, which have been fully
vocalized.

Some ancillary signs were added consistently to the Arabic text, such as the
doubling sign over a consonant (fashdid). The tashdid was omitted, however, in
liaison for the definite article in case of «sun» letters. The sign of nunnation
(tanwin) was added regularly in the accusative and, when helpful, in the genitive
and nominative. Vowel signs were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or to
refer to the first or second person when required for textual precision. Otherwise,
vowel signs were added to the body of the text only when they serve to avoid
textual ambiguity or indicate a preferred reading chosen from among
grammatically correct options. Vowel signs were not added to personal names,
except when required to avoid a possible confusion in the pronunciation of a
particular name. Marks of punctuation, such as commas, periods, question marks
and exclamation marks have been added to the Arabic text when the sense of
specific sentences requires it. A colon was added after names of particular
authorities, separating authors from their statements. A colon has been added
after anonymous authorities introduced in the text by gala ba‘duhum or gil. The
chains of narrators or transmitters (isndd) were recorded in the text as they
appear in the manuscript. The scribe’s customary shorthand Hadith notation at
times neglects and at other times includes such phrases as gal, yaqil, sami‘tu,
haddathana and akhbarana. In such cases the long hand Hadith notation was
written out and, inasmuch as possible, the actual wording of the isnad in the text
was respected.

The indices refer to paragraph numbers throughout. The principal index
(fihrist ashkhas) lists the names of the Sufi authorities quoted in the text as well as
the names of narrators that appear in the chains of transmitters. Each name is
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Rahim b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad al-Sam‘ani al-Marwazi, (d. 617/1220), the
son of the author of the Ansab, knew it as such.”®

Most of the poetic samples cited by Sulami were not composed by Sufis, with
the exception of Shibli (d. 334/946), whose verses are often quoted (#426, 439,
444,449, 453, 454, 455, 456, 466, 475, 476, 478, 479, 482, 483, 484, 506, 514, 531,
533, 538, 540, 543) and, to a lesser extent, Hallaj and Rabi‘a al-‘Adawiya (d. 185/
801; #494, 521). The preponderance of the poetic verses quoted by Sulami can be
traced to the love poetry of many well-known Arab poets, which Sulami
interpreted as expressing the Sufi experience of the mystical power of divine love.
Among the most frequently quoted of these Arab poets are ‘Umar b. Abi Rabi‘a
(d. 93/712 or 103/721; #488, 494, 504, 541), al-‘Abbas b. al-Ahnaf (d. between
188/804 and 193/809; #437, 461, 477), Abt Tammam (d. 231/845; #480, 485), Ibn
al-Rami (d. 283/896; #460, 472, 473, 493, 515), al-Buhturi (d. 284/897; #434, 446,
497) and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz (d. 296/908; #442, 511). The great majority of the poetic
specimens quoted by Sulami belong to the literary genre of ghazal, i.e. love
poetry,”” while only a few are panegyric (madih), especially those composed by
Ibn al-Rami and Buhturi. In these love poems Sulami discovered mystical
inspiration and understood them as intimately linked to the circumstances under
which Sufis uttered them. Thus the poetry of «secular» poets became poetic
testimony for the «sacred» experience of the early mystics of Islam.

C) Technical Observations about the Arabic Text Edition

The Arabic text of the Rasa’il sifiya li-Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami is based
on the manuscript, MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘id 2118, which has two hundred and
twenty-seven folios. It was copied in 474/1081 at Samarqand some sixty years
after the author’s death by the copyist, ‘Abd al-Sayyid b. Ahmad b. Yasin al-
Khatib al-Maskha’i al-Asrushani. The detailed description of the manuscript,
which is the oldest known manuscript of Sulami’s writings, except for one short
text, can be found in G. Bowering, Two early Sufi manuscripts, JSAI 31 (2006),
pp. 219-230. The manuscript includes twenty-six treatises, many of them minor
texts. Our selection of Sulami’s writings includes three unpublished and
substantial treatises, Sharh ma‘ani al-huriaf (ff. 2b-12a), al-Muntakhab min
hikayat al-siifiya (ff. 147b-180b) and Kitab al-Amthal wa’l-istishhadat (ff. 184a-
207b), to which have been added two minor texts, Tafsir alfaz al-sifiya (ff. 57a-
60a) and Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj (ff. 12b-18a). Both Sharh ma‘ani al-hurif and

76) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam, 37, (yrs. 541-50), 268, Safadi, al-Wafi bi l-wafayat, vol. 11 (ed.
Shukri Faysal) Beirut 1401/1981, 41 (nr. 76), both with reference to Jami‘ b. ‘Abd al-Rahman,
Abu 1-Khayr al-Sufi; see also Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 22, 107 and idem, Ta’rikh al-Islam
(yrs 611-620), 347.

77) R. Blachére, «Ghazal,» EP?, 2, 1028-33.
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examples have a parallel in his Haqa’iq al-tafsir (#430, 441, 517, 519). Although
some other examples of poetry quoted by Sulami can be discovered in Sarraj’s K.
Luma“ (#438, 450, 456, 469, 476, 510, 512, 534, 540), he did not copy directly
from the K. Luma‘, with perhaps one exception (#540). Rather, Sulami received
ten other verses from Sarraj by oral communication (#435, 443, 457, 465, 477,
499, 503, 534, 543, 544). Next to Sarraj, it is again Abl Nasr Mansur b. ‘Abdallah
al-Isfahani who serves as Sulami’s most frequently cited direct informant (#431,
442, 448, 449, 450, 451, 452, 458, 513, 529, 635).

For the poetic verses of Hallaj, Sulami was able to draw on a collection of
Hallaj’s poetry that he is known to have kept in his library in Nishapur,”" but only
a few of these verses appear to have been included in the K. al-Amthal wa [-
istishhadat (#423, 479, 505, 508, 512, 517, 518). The number of poetic verses that
SulamT’s treatise shares with the Tahdhib al-asrar of Abu Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Malik b.
Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wa‘iz al-Kharkashi (d. 406/1015)"* is astounding
(#426, 430, 432, 434, 436, 444, 448, 449, 450, 451, 458, 465, 468, 470, 473, 490,
501, 505, 512, 521, 523, 527, 532, 533, 537, 538, 552).73 It is tempting to suggest a
mutual dependence of these two authors, especially since Kharkashi lived the last
decade of his life in Nishapur, Sulami’s hometown.”* Yet, Sulami’s name does not
appear in the Tahdhib, and Kharkashi is never cited in Sulami’s treatise, where he
meticulously mentions the direct informants for each poem.”

Sulami’s k. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat has a somewhat unusual introduction
(#421), presenting an anonymous Sufi who, when approached with questions
about his mystical experiences or doctrines, would respond with poetic verses
composed by others so as to explain his own experience and doctrine. Thus
Sulami’s K. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat can be seen as a compilation of such verses,
often mentioned together with the circumstances under which they were recited.
In the light of this enigmatic introduction and the considerable coincidence of
poetical verses found in the works of Kharkiashi and Sulami, the anonymous Sufi
who prompted the compilation of Sulami’s K. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat may have
been none other than Kharkashi. Clearly, Sulami’s treatise was known by the title
of K. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat since early times because Abu 1-Muzaffar ‘Abd al-

71) Qushayri, al-Risala, 487; Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, 2, 249; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam
al-nubala’, 17, 255; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 401-20), 307.

72) Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, 10, 432 (nr. 5594); Dhahabi, Ta rikh al-Islam (yrs. 401-
420), 161-3.

73) Kharkushi, Tahdhib al-asrar, Abu Dhabi 1999; Tahdhib al-asrar ft usil al-tasawwuf, Beirut,
1437/2006; all references to the Tahdhib follow the edition of Abu Dhabi, 1999.

74) Cf. GAS 1, 670; A.J. Arberry, Khargushi’s Manual of Sufism, BSOAS 9 (1937), 345-9.

75) Furthermore, Qushayri copied some of the verses in his Risala (# 427, 429, 430, 435, 448,
450, 506, 509, 537, 545, 552). Only a few of these examples are shared by some of the sources (# 429,
430, 448, 450, 458, 469, 473, 490, 537, 552).
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the Muntakhab offers at most a store of illustrative narratives and a selection of
sayings that flesh out the present state of knowledge about the development of
early Sufism without adding new historical information. The snippets of Sufi
commentary on qur’anic verses also have limited value because of their sparse
and incidental character (e.g. 140. 165, 175, 242, 264, 266, 387). The scholarly
value of the treatise lies in its reliable account of the «stories» circulating among
the early Sufis. These stories provide a vivid picture of the religious environment
in which Sufism was formed and underwent its early development.

5) K. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat

In this treatise Sulami takes on the task of gathering the poetic verses chosen
by the Sufis of the second/eighth to fourth/tenth centuries to illustrate their
mystical experiences and thoughts (#421-553). As the title of the treatise
indicates, Sulami tries to collect «similes» (amthal, literally, «proverbs,» mathal,
pl. amthal)® that give expression to the Sufis’ mystical experiences in poetic form
(with meter and rhyme) along with «illustrations» (istishhadat, literally
«quotations») found in a variety of Sufi writings. Sulami may have understood
these «illustrations» as the fruit of the Sufi experience of mushahada
("witnessing» or «contemplation»), using them to give testimony in verse to the
height of mystical experience. Sulami’s use of the term istishhadat may also have
been influenced by the literary usage of shahid, pl. shawahid, as a marker for
figurative expressions.’” By using the formula of sami‘tu («I heard so-and-so say»)
consistently throughout the treatise, Sulami clearly states that he received the
vast majority of these poetic verses directly from his informants by oral
communication. In fact, Sulami is meticulous in introducing each quotation of
poetic verses with a chain of narrators (isnad), thereby identifying his direct
informants and their respective sources.

Many examples of poetry assembled in this treatise can also be found in
Sulam?’s Tabagqat al-sifiya. One finds these parallels about forty times, mainly in
the mid-section of his treatise (#429, 457, 458, 460, 461, 462, 466, 467, 469, 470
471, 472, 473, 474, 475, 477, 478, 479, 480,482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 488, 490,
493, 494, 495, 496, 498, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 550). By contrast only a few

69) R. Sellheim, «Mathal,» EF, 6, 815-25.

70) CL. Gilliot, «Shawahid,» EP, 9, 370-2; Ibn Sina uses the hendiadys, al-amthal wa l-istishhadat
in his K al-Mantiq, 3 vols., Cairo 1428/2008, 3, 212. There is a collection of proverbs attributed to
Abu Mansar ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Tha‘alibi (d. 429/1038), that bears the title of
al-Amthal wa I-Istishhadat (MS Aya Sofya 6824, 523 h). Unfortunately, it has not been possible to
obtain access to this work at the present time. The preliminary description of its content, however,
does not indicate any relationship to Sulami’s K. al-Amthal wa I-Istishhadat. For a detailed analysis of
al-Tha‘alibi’s anthologies, see B. W. Orfali, The Art of Anthology: Al-Tha‘alibi and His Yatimat al-
dahr, (Ph.D. dissertation) Yale University, New Haven 2009.
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material in this Muntakhab, Sulami very strictly conformed to Hadith
methodology and quoted each statement with a preceding isnad that identifies
the direct informants and their respective sources.

The treatise begins very abruptly with a statement of al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-
Razi (d. 404/1014), a contemporary of Sulami (#132), who is cited for reports of
two anecdotes later in the treatise (#163, 167). Among the principal direct
informants, however, the Muntakhab cites the obscure Abu Nasr Mansiar b.
‘Abddallah al-Isfahani (#134, 141, 154, 157, 172, 181, 192, 205, 226, 234, 271,
299, 335, 340, 346, 347, 374, 396, 416, 431, 442, 448, 449, 450, 451, 452, 458) and
Abu 1-‘Abbas Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Sa‘id al-Khashshab al-Muharrami al-
Baghdadi (d. 361/971—2),67 another little known Sufi (#146, 153, 162, 182, 188§,
229, 264, 266, 287, 300, 311, 312, 313, 368, 418). Aba Muhammad ‘Abdallah b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Razi, also known as al-Sha‘rani
(d. 353/964), appears as an informant on a few occasions (233, 273, 291, 294, 345)
while as Sarrdj, the author of K. al-Luma®, is cited only once in the Muntakhab
(#149). Although mentioned infrequently, Aba Bakr Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Shadhan al-Wa‘iz al-Razi (d. 376/986) was a
principal source for Sulami’s Sufi «stories» (hikayat) as explicitly recorded by
Khatib al-Baghdadi and Dhahabi.®® Known as a journeyman who gathered Sufi
anecdotes and sayings, Ibn Shadhan al-Razi collected Sufi «stories» in his al-
Hikayat al-siifiya, which was also an important source for Sulami’s Tabagat al-
stifiya and many of his minor writings including this Muntakhab (#145, 297, 333,
371). It should be noted, however, that in the Muntakhab Sulami refrained almost
completely from duplicating information on Sufis and their sayings recorded in
his Tabagat al-stifiya.

In his famous Risala, Qushayri made good use of the source material on
Sulam7’s authority that can be found in the Muntakhab (e.g. #133, 143, 145, 149,
151, 158, 162, 165, 167, 168, 181, 183, 188, 205, 211, 228, 234, 236, 243, 262, 269,
271, 272, 284, 285, 290, 300, 315, 324, 327, 328, 333, 345, 348). The variance in the
actual wording of these text portions, however, may point to a source that was
partially shared by Qushayri and Sulami (such as Ibn Shadhan al-Raz’s al-
Hikayat al-siifiya). Then again, it may also be possible that Sulam’s selection of
stories reached Qushayri in part from the lost Ta’rikh al-siifiya, which Qushayri
quotes in his Risala. Many other Sufi sayings and anecdotes included in the
Muntakhab, however, represent fresh material about Sufi stories belonging to the
development of Sufism in the second/eighth to fourth/tenth centuries that did not
find entry into the Sufi handbooks of later generations. The anecdotal nature of

67) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-380), 284.
68) Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta'rikh Baghdad, 5, 464-5 (nr. 3006); Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs.
351-380), 600-1.
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Rarely are there terms for which multiple meanings are given or plural definitions
expressed. It is as if Sulami wanted to clarify ambiguities of Sufi language and
streamline the use of Sufi terminology. It appears that he tried to establish some
form of consensus about the particular applications of Sufi terminology, which
had developed over a period of two to three centuries. In many ways, this treatise
is quite unlike vintage Sulami, who is known for his ample recourse to Qur’an and
Hadith as well as the extensive documentation via isndds in most of his writings.
In this treatise, by contrast, he is quite succinct, setting forth the definition of the
terms without introduction or illustration.®?

It should be noted that Sulami cites no source for his statements in this
treatise on the explanation of Sufi terms but actually borrows a very substantial
portion of his definitions, word for word, from a section on difficult Sufi terms in
Sarraj’s K al-Luma‘ (#113-130).°* Sulami’s dependence on this source again
poses the question, first raised by A.J. Arberry, whether Sulami plagiarized Sarraj
or whether, as Sezgin observes, both authors used a common source (Abu ‘Ali al-
Ridhabari, d. 322/934) for the definition of Sufi terms.®> In the absence of
RadhabarT’s treatise, which to date has not been found, it is not possible to
answer this question. It has to be noted, however, that the same question also
arises with regard to Sulami’s al-Ghalatat al-sifiya, MS Konya, Yusuf Agha 4862/
5606 (91 ff., 617h.) in comparison to the K. al-Luma* .°°

4) al-Muntakhab min hikayat al-sifiya

This rather lengthy treatise, entitled as «a selection» (muntakhab) of Sufi
«stories» (hikayat), is arranged without any order or logical development (#132-
420). It also includes many statements that do not refer to Sufi «happenings» or
anecdotes but rather represent a medley of Sufi statements on mystical themes.
This mix of Sufi material is not ordered by the names of particular Sufis nor
organized by subject matter, whether presented as anecdotes or topical Sufi
sayings. In addition, there are many poetical verses that Sulami includes in the
treatise to illustrate his points (#148, 150, 154, 155, 167, 179, 184, 189, 190, 191,
208, 218, 226, 231, 241, 267, 275, 284, 286, 296, 305, 326, 332, 334, 354, 361, 375,
393, 416, 417). The authors of almost all of them have been identified and are
found in the index of poetry that is attached to the Arabic text. In collecting his

63) It is possible that the text of Darajat al-mu‘amalat (MS. Berlin 3453 ; ff. 74b-79b) is identical
with the present treatise Tafsir alfaz al-sifiya; GAS 1, 673.

64) Sarraj, The Kitab al-luma‘ fi tasawwuf (ed. R.A. Nicholson), Leiden 1914, 333-74; introduc-
tion, 86-99.

65) AJ. Arberry, Did Sulami plagiarize Sarraj? JRAS 1937, 461-5; cf. GAS, 1, 673.

66) See also, ‘Abd al-Fattah Ahmad al-Fawi Mahmad, al-Tasawwuf : al-wajh wa I-wajh al-akhar,
Cairo 1405/1984, 21415/1995, which includes the al-Ghalatat al-sifiya on pages 283-348. This edition,
however, is based on MS. Cairo P, 267, majmii‘a 178 (ff. 33f-80a, 11th c.h.).
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Sadiq and a dozen anonymous Sufis (qala ba‘duhum). Sulami quotes most of the
Sufi statements without the support of a chain of narrators (isnad), except in the
few instances in which he refers to Aba Nasr Mansir b. ‘Abdallah al-Isfahani
(#79, 102, 106, 107), the same narrator who served him as a direct informant in
the Sharh ma‘ani al-huraf.*

F. S. Colby has published the Arabic text of Sulami’s Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj
together with an annotated English translation, an introduction and an appendix
of biographical notes on the Sufi authorities cited in the text.®’ The book is
beautifully presented and lavishly illustrated. Unfortunately, the Arabic text itself
is full of mistakes (about twenty for each folio of the underlying manuscript),
many of which are glaring. Not only do mistakes occur consistently with the
orthographical use of the hamza, but there are obvious misreadings of the text
and grammatical errors throughout. In addition, substantial text portions have
been inadvertently omitted, while the names of well-known Sufis have been
corrupted.®? The English translation glides over the inadvertently dropped Arabic
text by linking previously unrelated sentence fragments together. Regrettably,
Colby’s edition is not suitable for scholarly or reference purposes. In contrast, the
present edition of Sulami’s Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj in this collection of Sulami’s
writings offers a reliable Arabic text that can serve as a basis for accurate
translation in the future.

3) Tafsir alfaz al-safiya

In this short treatise Sulami defines the usage of Sufi terminology, speaking
on his own authority and without reference to any other Sufi author (#113-131).
He records extremely concise definitions for crucial terms used by the Sufis in
their manuals and treatises. There is no particular order to the sequence of the
terms and each is defined with very few words and scarcely any illustration. His
definitions are based neither on qur’anic verses nor Hadith statements — he
mentions only one verse of the Qur’an to explain a difficult term (#114, Q 35:32)
and refers only twice to a Hadith statement of the Prophet, cited without an isnad
(#119, 130). The vast majority of these definitions pertain to theological and
mystical terms referring to Sufi theory and doctrine, rather than to Sufi practices.

60) G. Bowering, The major sources, 35-56.

61) FE.S. Colby, The Subtleties of the Ascension, Louisville 2006; the Arabic text of Bayan lata’if
al-mi‘raj is printed on pages 163-211.

62) For example, the author’s paragraph 9 (page 172) is missing altogether. Several lines of text
are omitted from the author’s paragraph 41 (page 200); moreover, the English translation runs over
the gap without noticing the ruptured sentence structure. Names of particular Sufis and narrators
have been corrupted (e.g. the author’s paragraph 8, page 171; paragraph 35, page 136). The text of a
famous Hadith has been misread (the author’s paragraph 38, page 198). Even the very first intro-
ductory paragraph has five glaring mistakes in five short lines of text (page 164).
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bring it to him surreptitiously. Feeling embarrassed to take the book away
stealthily, Qushayri revealed his predicament to Sulami. The latter handed him a
volume of six parts, including the teaching of Hallaj (min kalam Husayn), with the
admission that he, Sulami, had copied Hallaj’s verses from it in his own writings.>”
Although the incident stresses Hallaj’s poetry, the reference to the six-part
volume as including Hallaj’s words (min kalam Husayn) suggests prose as well as
poetry as its content. It also demonstrates Sulami’s uninhibited use of Hallaj’s
writings.

2) Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj

This short treatise on Sufi interpretations of the Prophet’s ascension to
heaven (#77-112) is also meant by Sulami to form a brief addendum to the
Hagqa’iq al-tafsir, his major Qur’an commentary (#77-112). Sulami employs the
terminology of both isra’ (night journey) and miraj (ascension) in the treatise and
builds his text on the interpretation of Qur’an 17:1, the verse in which Islamic
tradition perceives a reference to both the miraculous nocturnal journey and the
heavenly ascent of the Prophet.*® In addition, Sulami refers a number of times to
Muhammad’s vision, depicted in Qur’an 53:1-18,%’ and occasionally draws on the
interpretation of a few other qur’anic verses (6: 83; 12:76; 20:114; 28:46; 67:4;
68:4). He also comments on the degree of nearness to God in the visionary
experiences enjoyed by Moses on Mount Sinai (al-fiir) and Muhammad at the
Lote-Tree of the Boundary (sidrat al-muntaha), illustrating his point with
statements by pseudo-Ja‘far al-Sadiq (#83 ad Q 53:8), Junayd (#84 ad Q 28:46),
Hallaj (#91) and Abu Sa‘id al-Qurashi (#91), as well as with an anonymous
statement (#89). The other qur’anic verses and a small number of Hadith
statements (#82, 88, 95, 102, 103, 107, 109, 111), however, are quoted directly in
praise of the Prophet.

With the exception of a few Sufi comments on passages from Qur’an 53, 8-14,
there is no duplication between this appendix and the text of the Haqa'’iq al-tafsir
(for such an exception see #79, 87 and 92 compared with the edition of Haga’iq
al-tafsir 2, 284-5), and thus the material in Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj offers important
source material for the Sufi interpretation of the theme of the Prophet’s heavenly
ascent. About a dozen Sufi authorities are quoted by name only once, some
others appear more than once in the text, such as Abu Bakr al-Wasit1 (d. 320/
932), Hallaj (d. 309/922), Ibn ‘Ata’ (d. 309/921), Abu Sa‘id al-Kharraz (d. 286/
899), Junayd (d. 297/910) and Jurayri (d. 312/924), as well as pseudo-Ja‘far al-

57) Qushayri, Abu 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim b. Hawazin, al-Risala. (ed. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmud
and Mahmud b. al-Sharif), 2 vols., Cairo 1972-74, 486-7.

58) B. Schrieke, J. Horovitz and J.E. Bencheikh, «Mi‘radj,» EP, 7, 97-103; Ch. H. de Fouché-
cour, «Mi‘radj,» EI?, Supplement, 618-20.

59) R. Bell, Muhammad’s Visions, The Moslem World 24 (1934), 145-54.
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discourse on the letters and their meanings» (#3). Having based his explanation
(sharh) of the meanings of the letters on traditions backed by the Prophet’s
authority, Sulami develops his treatise in three stages. First, he records his own
interpretation of the Arabic alphabet on the pattern of the abjad (#5-7).”!
Second, he offers a small selection of mystical interpretations of the letters>> by
representatives of early Sufism (#8-21). Third, he presents the bulk of the
treatise, which consists of the interpretations of each of the twenty-eight
consonants in the long alphabet of the Arabic lexicon, following its successive
alphabetical order (hurif al-hija’),>> plus the Lam-Alif added in the penultimate
position of the alphabet (#22-76).>*

Clearly, Hallaj stands out as a major source for Sulami’s Sharh ma‘ant al-hurif
and is the Sufi most frequently quoted by name in the treatise (#11, 12, 15, 54,
74, 75). In his K. al-Fihrist, Ibn al-Nadim (d. 385/995 or 388/998) attributes to
Hall3j a treatise on the letters entitled, K. al-Ahruf al-muhdatha wa l-azaliya wa I-
asma’ al-kulliya («The Book on the Originated and Eternal Letters and the
Universal Names»), and also mentions two other titles that indicate themes
discussed in Sulam’s treatise, namely K. al-nuqta wa-bad’ al-khalg («The Book of
the Primordial Point and the Beginning of Creation») and a book known as al-
Alif al-magqtii wa l-alif al-ma’lif («The Alif standing separately and the Alif that is
linked»).> These three works of Hallaj are no longer extant, but Hallaj’s K. al-
Tawasin, studied by L. Massignon,® includes interpretations of the letters that
resonate with statements found in Sulami’s Sharh ma‘ani al-hurif. Furthermore,
in an autobiographical statement, Qushayri (d. 465/1072) relates that he was sent
by his master Abu ‘Al al-Daqqaq (d. 405/1015) to Sulami’s library to look on a
pile of books for a small red volume of four parts, including Hallaj’s poetry, and

=J.D. McAuliffe, B.D. Walfish and J. W. Geering, With Reverence for the Word, Oxford 2003, 346-
365, in particular, 351, 360.

51) G. Weil (G.S. Colin), «Abdjad,» EF 1,97-8; G. Krotkoff, «Abjad,» Elran, 1, 221-2; W. Lane,
An Arabic-English Lexicon, 8 vols., Beirut 1968, 1, 4; for general and detailed information about the
development of the Arabic alphabet and script, see B. Gruendler, «Arabic Script,» EQ, 1, 135-44.

52) T. Fahd «Hurif» EI? 3, 595-6.

53) H. Fleisch, «Huraf al-hidja’,» EI* 3, 596-600.

54) ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (d. 40/661), Muhammad’s son-in-law and the fourth caliph, was the leader
of the Shi‘a and is regarded by its tradition as the originator of the jafr, T. Fahd, «Djafr,» in EF 2,
375-7; G. Windfuhr, «Jafr,» in Elran 14, 367-71 and the select literature quoted in the article. Sulami,
however, does not raise the issue of the jafi in his Sharh ma‘ani al-hurif, and his explanations of the
letters do not coincide with the table of the jafr designed by L. Massignon, Essai sur les orgines du
lexique technique de la mystique musulmane, Paris 1968, 98-101. For a detailed analysis of Sulami’s
interpretation of each of these letters, see the forthcoming study and English translation of Sharh
ma‘ani al-hurif in G. Bowering, The Science of the Letters in Early Sufism, al-Abhath 58 (2010).

55) Ibn al-Nadim, K. al-Fihrist (ed. Rida Tajaddud), Tehran 13508/1391/1971, 241-2; G. Fliigel,
Kitab al-Fihrist, 1,192.

56) L. Massignon, Kitab al-Tawasin, Paris 1913.
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attribution of the treatise to Hallaj.*® Finally, L. Massignon copied the preface of
the K. al-Sayhiir fi naqd al-dayhiir in his own handwriting from MS Firkovitch 4885
(National Library, St. Petersburg) that attributes the treatise to Hallaj but has as
its title K. al-Zuhiir fi nagd al-duhir.*’

B) The Five Treatises Included in this Collection of Sulami’s Writings48

1) Sharh ma‘ani al-hurif.

As stated explicitly in his introduction to this short treatise (#1-76), Sulami
intended it to form an appendix to Hagqa’ig al-tafsir, his major Qur’an
commentary. For this purpose he collected statements about the letters of the
Arabic alphabet and their mystical meanings and organized them in a coherent
document (#2). Sulami quotes many Sufi sayings anonymously (qala ba ‘duhum)
and also uses the anonymous «it has been said» (gil) to introduce statements he
derives from a great variety of sources, some of them probably from memory. A
number of Sufis, however, are cited by name along with their words, occasionally
supported by chains of narrators (isnad) to authenticate a particular statement.
The most frequently quoted direct informant of Sulami for Sufi statements, cited
by name, is Abt Nasr Manstr b. ‘Abdallah al-Isfahani, who has been shown to
have played a pivotal role as a direct source in the compilation of Sulami’s major
and minor commentary on the Qur’an.*’

Sulami begins the treatise with reference to a saying traced back to ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib (d. 40/661), said to be confirmed by a statement transmitted on the
Prophet’s authority, which serves Sulami as the basis for his discourse on the
meanings of the letters: «Each verse of the Qur’an has a back (zahr) and a front
(batn, lit. «belly»), and each letter (harf) has a definition (hadd) and a point of
ascent (matla‘, muttala).’® Sulami adds explicitly, «This saying justifies the

46) According to L. Massignon, «sayhiir» as a technical term was borrowed from the Aramaic
(The Passion of al-Hallaj, Mystic and Martyr of Islam, 4 vols., Princeton 1982, 3, 335) and refers in
Hallaj’s usage to «the umbra in which the age-old periods are eclipsed» (ibid. 1,216). Hence the title
should be read correctly as K. al-Sayhiir fi naqd al-dayhiir (Massignon, ibid. 2, 396; L. Massignon,
Kitab al-Tawasin, Paris 1913, 141-2). It is also possible that Hallaj chose the title of the treatise with
an implicit reference to the two adversaries (khasman) mentioned in the qur’anic passage 22:19-24,
especially because yushar is mentioned in Q 22:20.

47) L. Massignon, Esssai sur les origines du lexique technique de la mystique musulmane, Paris
1968, 447; L. Massignon, Nouvelle bibliographie hallagienne, Opera Minora, 3 vols., Beirut 1963, 2,
191); cf. GAS 1, 653.

48) The manuscript base of these five treatises is MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘id 2118 : Sharh ma‘ant
al-huraf (tf. 2b-12a); Bayan lata’if al-mi‘raj (ff. 12b-18a); Tafsir alfaz al-sifiya (ff. 57a-60a); al-Mun-
takhab min hikayat al-sifiya (ff. 147b-180b); and K. al-Amthal wa l-istishhadat (ff. 184a-207b).

49) G. Bowering, The major sources, 35-56.

50) See also G. Bowering, The Scriptural «Senses» in Medieval Sufi Qur’an Exegesis, in:=
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Mas’alat al-firasa (ff. 98b-106a).*°
Also unpublished, yet extant in manuscript, are:

Hadith (aw juz’) al-Sulami (MSS. Kopriilii 1584/6 [ff. 46a-48b, 8th c.h]; Chester
Beatty 3495 [ff. 46-54, 738 h]); GAS 1, 674.
Wasiya, (MS Cairo, Supplement 111, 199, nr. 21504b [ff 17-22]); GAS 1, 674.

One particular treatise, K. al-Sayhiir fi naqd al-duhiir, attributed to Sulami
deserves special consideration because it is subject to conflicting evidence in the
Arabic sources. The attribution of the treatise to Sulami seems to be confirmed
by the text of an autobiographical statement of Qushayri (d. 465/1072) in his
famous Risala, which was completed in 437/1045-6.*' Zakariya al-Ansari (d. 956/
1520) comments in his Sharh al-Risala al-Qushayriya that K. al-Sayhir fi naqd al-
duhiir was Sulami’s polemic against the «materialists.»** R. Gramlich maintains
Sulami as the author of this treatise on the textual basis of Qushayri’s Risala.*?
Nevertheless, the evidence that attributes the treatise to Hallaj is overwhelming.
It is based on Khatib al-Baghdadi, 7a’rikh Baghdad and later sources that depend
on it.** It is independently confirmed as a treatise of Hallaj by Ibn al-‘Arabi, (d.
638/1240) who correctly states the title as K. al-Sayhiir fi nagd al-dayhir.
Furthermore, the research of L. Massignon has added other aspects favoring the

= (d. 774/1373) knows the book as Mihan al-mashayikh, see Ibn Kathir, al-Bidaya wa I-nihaya, 12
vols., Beirut 1405/1984, 10, 270 (yr. 205 h). A comparison of Sarrdj’s K. al-Luma‘ with Sulami’s
treatise, Dhikr mihan al-mashayikh al-sifiya (ff. 79a-88b) included in MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘id
2118, demonstrates that Sulami relied in part on Sarraj’s K. al-Luma‘ as a source for his treatise
on the trials of the Sufi shaykhs.

40) MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘iid 2118 also includes a series of very small unpublished pamphlets
of Sulami, each covering only a couple of folios, that are briefly described in G. Bowering, Two early
Sufi manuscripts, 229-30. They are: Ta’wil qawlihi ta‘ala «falanuhyiyannahu hayatan tayyibatan » (ff.
208b-210a); Ta'wil qawl Allah subhanahu wa-ta‘ala «li-yahlika man halaka ‘an bayyinatin wa-yahya
man hayya ‘an bayyinatin» (ff. 210a-211b); Ta'wil qaw! al-nabi (ff. 212a/b); Mas’alat al-habib wa I-
khalil (ff. 213a-214b); Mas’alat dhawq ta‘'m al-hayat al-asliya (ff. 215a-216b); Ma‘na qawlihi «al-sawm
li wa-ana ajzi bihi» (ff. 219a-220a). It is incorrect that the treatise, al-Nasikh wa I-mansiikh fi I-Qur'an
(MS. Princeton, Yehuda 228/2), attributed to al-Zuhr (d. 124/742), has been reworked by Sulami
(GAS 1, 283, 674); cf. Zuhri, al-Nasikh wa l-mansikh, in: Arba‘at kutub fi I-nasikh wa l-mansiikh
(ed. Hatim Salih al-Damin), Baghdad 1409/1989, 2/13-34; rather, Zuhri’s treatise refers to Abu
‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abdallah b. Habib al-Sulami (d. 70/689).

41) al-Risala (ed, ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmud and Mahmud b. al-Sharif), Cairo 1385/1966, 487.

42) Printed in the margin of al-‘Arasi (d. 1293/1876), Nata’ij al-afkar al-qudsiya fi bayan ma‘ani :
Sharh al-Risala al-Qushayriya, 4 vols., Bulaq 1290/1873, 3, 181 (allafahu fi radd ‘ala al-dahriya al-
qa’ilina bi-gidam al-‘alam).

43) R. Gramlich, Das Sendschreiben al-Qusayris iiber das Sufitum, Wiesbaden 1989, 332, 646.

44) Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, 2, 249; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 255; and
Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 401-20), 307. In his K al-Fihrist, Ibn al-Nadim (d. 385/995) quotes a K.
al-Sayhun (sic!) among Hallaj’s works (cf, G. Flugel, Kitab al-Fihrist, 2 vols., Halle 1872, 1, 192; 2, 81)
and, in his Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’ (14, 353), Dhahabi cites the title as K. al-Suhir, rather than Sayhiir.

45) Ibn al-‘Arabi, (d. 638/1240), al-Futithat al-makkiya, 4 vols., Beirut (Dar Sadir, n.d.), 4, 332.
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Magamat al-awliya’, cited by Rafi', Tadwin, 2, 383, 464, 465; 3, 332, 437; Ibn al-
‘Arabi, Futithat, 1, 234; (Pseudo-) Ibn ‘Arabi, Muhadarat al-abrar wa-
musamarat al-akhyar, 2 vols., Beirut (Dar Sadir, n.d., 1994?), 1, 11.

al-Mawa ‘iz wa l-wasaya, cited by Rafi‘T, Tadwin, 3, 227; Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-
‘ummal, 3, 209 (nr. 6194).

Ta’rikh ahl al-suffa, cited by Hujwirt (Jullabi), Kashf al-mahjiab (ed. V.
Zukowsky), Tehran 1358s/1399/1979, 98-9; transl. R.A. Nicholson, The Kashf
al-Mahjub of Al Hujwiri: the Oldest Persian Treatise on Sufiism, London 1936,
repr. 1976, 81-2; Sam‘ani, al-Tahbir, 2, 103; Ibn Taymiya (d. 728/1328),
Majmii‘at al-rasa’il wa l-masa’il, 3 vols., Beirut 1412/1992, 1, 36; Dhahabi,
Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 541-50), 375.

K. al-Zuhd, cited by Sulami, Tabagqat al-siifiya (ed. J. Pedersen), 5; (ed. Nir al-Din
Shurayba), 3.

A number of Sulami’s minor treatises have been discovered in MS
Muhammad Ibn Saud 2118, which is preserved in the library of the Islamic
University Muhammad Ibn Sa‘td (Maktabat Jami‘at al-Imdam Muhammad b.
Sa‘dd) of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. A preliminary description of this collective
manuscript can be found in G. Béwering, Two early Sufi manuscripts, in JSAI 31
(2006), 219-231. The Arabic text of five of these minor treatises is edited in this
volume and will be presented in detail below. Five other minor treatises from this
collective manuscript have been published separately and are included above in
the list of Sulami’s published writings. They are:

K. Adab al-‘ishra wa l-suhba (ff.106a-130a), ed. M.J. Kister.

Adab mujalasat al-mashayikh wa-hifz hurumatihim, (ff. 73b-79a), ed. K.
Honerkamp.

Dhikr al-niswa al-muta‘abbidat al-sufiyar (ff. 20b-32a), ed. M. M. al-Tanahi.

Darajat al-sadigin fi I-tasawwuf (ff. 52b-57a), ed. K. Honerkamp.

‘Uyiib al-nafs (ff. 88b-98b), ed. E. Kohlberg; ed. Majdi Fathi al-Sayyid.

The remaining treatises included in MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘ad 2118, as yet
unpublished, are listed here to complete the survey of Sulam1’s minor treatises.
They are:

Mas’ala fi qawa‘id al-tasawwuf wa-mabaniha (ff. 32b-37a).
Mas’alat al-haya’ (ff. 38b-42b).

Mas’alat ma’iyat al-faqr wa-adabihi (ff. 60a-63b).

Fusul fi nasthat al-umara’ wa l-wuzara’ (ff. 63b-67a).
Dhamm takabbur al-‘ulama’ (ff. 67a-73a).

Dhikr mihan al-mashayikh al-sifiya (ff. 79a-88b).>

39) The title of Mihan al-sifiya is signaled by Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 11, 534; 12, 93;
14, 489, 525 and Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 241-50), 54; (yrs. 301-20), 509. Ibn al-Kathir=
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Many of these minor works of Sulami are reprinted collectively in N.
Pourjavady (ed.), Majmii‘a-yi athar-i Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman-i Sulami, vol. 1, Tehran
1369; vol. 2, Tehran 1372. The following works have been announced for
publication in vol. 3, Tehran 2009 (forthcoming):

Adab al-faqr wa-shard@’ituhu (ed. N. Zaydan),

Adab mujalasat al-mashayikh wa-hifz hurumatihim (ed. K. Honerkamp),
K. Bayan tadhallul al-fuqara’ (ed. K. Honerkamp),

Darajat al-sadigin fi I-tasawwuf, (ed. K. Honerkamp),

Dhikr adab al-siifiya fi ityanihim al-rukhas (ed. N. Zaydan),

Hikam muntakhaba min aqwal al-‘ulama’ (ed. K. Honerkamp),

K. Fusil fi I-tasawwuf (ed. K. Honerkamp),

K Mahasin al-tasawwuf (ed. K. Honerkamp),

Mustakhraj min hikayat Abi Salih Hamdiin b. Ahmad al-Qassar (ed. M. Siri),
Risala fi ma‘ifat Allah (ed. M. Suri),

Risalat rawdat al-muridin (ed. M. Suri).

Arabic primary sources provide the titles of additional works attributed to
Sulami. It has not been possible, however, to locate manuscripts of them; they
may be duplicate titles, works yet to be found, works lost altogether or writings
falsely attributed to the author. In addition to Sulami’s two lost major works,
Ta’rikh al-siifiya and Sunan al-siifiya, these minor writings are:>’

al-Amali, cited by al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘ummal, 6, 686. (nr. 17407).%8

K al-Atima, cited by Rafii, Tadwin, 4, 9; Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘ummal, 12,
340 (nr. 35311).

al-Ikhwa wa l-akhawat min al-sifiya, cited by Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta'’rikh
Baghdad, 14 vols., Cairo 1349/1931, 7, 112. This biographical work of Sufi men
and women may have been partly identical with his Dhikr al-niswa al-
muta‘abbidat al-siifiyat inasmuch as hagiographies of female Sufis are
concerned.

=b. Muhammad b. Zarruq al-Burnusi (d. 899/1493) in metrical form, entitled K. al-Uns fi sharh
‘Uyab al-nafs or al-Rajaz al-ma‘yib, and the other in prose by Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Kharrabi al-
Safaqusi (d. 963/1556), entitled, K. al-Uns fi I-tanbih ‘ala ‘Uyiub al-nafs, see Isma‘il Basha al-Baghda-
di, al-Idah al-maknin, 2 vols., Istanbul (1364/1945), 2, 274; GAL, 1, 201; S 1, 362; GAS 1, 672-3.

37) Some titles, mentioned by Hajji Khalifa and Isma‘il Basha al-Baghdadi as writings of Sulami,
cannot be substantiated in the Islamic historical and biographical literature. They are: Adab al-ta‘azI,
cited by Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-zuniin, 2 vols., Istanbul 1360-1362/1941-1943, 1, 42; Isma‘il Basha al-
Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin, 2 vols., Istanbul 1951-55, 2,61; Amthal al-Qur’ an, cited by Hajji Khalifa,
Kashf al-zuniin, 1, 168; Isma‘il Basha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin, 2, 61; and K. al-Anwar, cited by
Isma‘il Basha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin, 2, 61 (probably confused with K. al-Anwar of Muham-
mad b. Ahmad al-Sulami (d. 750/1349).

38) It remains questionable whether al-Amal, cited by al-Muttaqi al-Hind1, Kanz al-‘ummal, 6,
686. (nr. 17407), refers to SulamT’s sessions of dictation in general, rather than to a particular title of
one of Sulami’s actual works.
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K al-Futiwa, ed. F. Taeschner, in Studia Orientalia J. Pedersen septagenario,
Copenhagen 1953, 340-51 (excerpt only); ed. S. Ates, Ankara 1397/1977; ed.
Ihsan Dhannitn al-Thamiri and Muhammad ‘Abdallah al-Qadahat, Amman
1422/2001; English translation, Tosun Bayrak al-Jerrahi al-Halveti, The Book
of Sufi Chivalry, London 1983; German translatiion, F. Langmayr, Der Sufi Weg
zur Vollkommenheit, Freiburg im Breisgau, 1985. French translation, F. Skali,
Kitab al-Futiwa : Traité de chevalerie soufie, Paris 1989.

K al-Sama’, ed. ‘Ali ‘Aqalih ‘Arsan, in al-Turath al-‘Arabi 5 (1985), 80-94; ed. N.
Pourjavady, Ma‘arif 20 (1367/1989), 291-318.

Manahij al-‘arifin, ed. E. Kohlberg, Manahij al-‘arifin: A treatise on Sifism by
Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, JSAT 1 (1979), 19-39; ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub,
37-92; repr., 141-64.%

Masa’il waradat min Makka, ed. G. Bowering, Ma ‘arif, 12 (1374§/1996), 190-204.

al-Muqaddima fi I-tasawwuf wa-haqiqatih, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 93-130; repr.,
Beirut, 291-362; ed. Husayn Amin, Baghdad 1984; ed. Yusuf Zidan, Cairo
1407/1987; repr. Beirut 1419/1999; ed. ‘Asim Ibrahim al-Kayyali, Beirut 1426/
2005.

Nasim al-arwah, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 171-84; repr., 411-27; ed. Ahmad Tahiri
‘Traqi, Tehran 1372§/1994.

al-Radd ‘ala ahl al-kalam: selections by Abu 1-Fadl ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad al-
Mugqri’ al-Razi (d. 404/1013), ed. Nasir b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-
Juday‘, Ahadith fi dhamm al-kalam wa-ahlih, Riyad 1417/1996, 75-104.

Risalat al-malamatiya, ed. Abu 1-‘Ala’ al-‘Afifi, al-Malamatiya wa [-siifiya wa-ahl
al-futiwa Cairo 1364/1945, 86-120; analysis and German summary translation
by R. Hartmann, Der Islam 8 (1918), 157-204.

Sifat al-dhakirin wa l-mutafakkirin, ed. Abtu Mahftz al-Karim al-Ma‘stimi, in
Majallat al-majma‘ al-ilmt al-hindi (1404/1984).

Su’alat Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami li I-Daraquini fi I-jarh wa I-ta'dil, ed. Majdi
Fathi al-Sayyid, Tanta 1413/1992; ed. by a group of scholars under the
supervision of Sa‘d b. Humayd, Riyadh 1427/2007.

Suliik al-‘arifin, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 155-69; repr., 391-410; ed. Nadiya
Zaydan, Tehran, forthcoming.

Usil al-malamatiya, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Ahmad al-Fawi Mahmaud, in Usal al-
malamatiya wa-ghalatat al-siifiya, 1405/1984, 138-74; al-Tasawwuf : al-wajh wa I-
wajh al-akhar, Cairo 1415/1995, 285-322.

‘Uyub al-nafs wa-mudawatuha, ed. E. Kohlberg, Jerusalem 1976; ed. Majdi Fathi
al-Sayyid, Tanta 1410/1990.%

35) These two editions of the Manahij al-‘Grifin are based on unreliable manuscripts; a more
accurate text is included as Bayan manahij al-sadigin min al-siifiya in MS Muhammad Ibn Sa‘iid 2118
(ff. 42b-52b).

36) There are two commentaries written on the ‘Uyib al-nafs, one by Abu 1-‘Abbas Ahmad=
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that its chains of narrators (isnad) were frequently headed by Sufi authorities.
Many minor treatises of Sulami have been published over the years:

Adab mujalasat al-mashayikh wa-hifz hurumatihim, ed. K. Honerkamp, Ma ‘arif 20
(138258/2004), 149-168.

Bayan ahwal al-stifiya, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub li-Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad
b. al-Husayn b. Miisa al-Sulami, Ankara 1401/1981, 131-40; repr. Beirut 1414/
1993, 363-75.

Bayan zalal al-fuqara’, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 185-207; repr., 429-63; English
translation K. L. Honerkamp, The Stumblings of Those Aspiring, in N. Heer
and K.L. Honerkamp, Three Early Sufi Texts, Lousville 2003, 129-53.

Darajat al-mu‘amalat, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 21-6; repr., 165-182; ed. Ahmad
Tahiri ‘Iraqi, Tehran 1369§/1991.

Darajat al-sadigin fi I-tasawwuf, ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at kutub, 141-52; repr., 377-90;
English translation K. L. Honerkamp, Stations of the Righteous, in N. Heer
and K.L. Honerkamp, Three Early Sufi Texts, Lousville 2003, 119-28.

Dhikr al-niswa al-muta‘abbidat al-sifiyat, ed. Mahmid Muhammad al-Tanahi,
Cairo 1413/1993; ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, Tabaqat al-siifiya, 2, 385-425;
see also R.E. Cornell, Early Sufi Women, Louisville 1999 (Arabic text and
English translation side by side), and Maryam Husayni, Nukhustin zanan-i Siffi,
Tehran 1385/2006 (Arabic text and Persian translation).

al-Farq bayna ‘ilm al-shari‘a wa l-haqiqa, ed. Najma Rajayi, Ma‘arif 14 (13768/
1998), 70-84.

Ghalatat al-siifiya, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Ahmad al-Fawi Mahmuad, Usal al-
malamatiya wa-ghalatat al-siifiya, 1405/1984, 175-99; al-Tasawwuf: al-wajh wa
l-wajh al-akhar, Cairo, 1415/1995, 323-348. This edition is based on MS. Cairo
P, 267, majmii‘a 178 (ff. 33f-80a, 11th c.h.). A better text can be found in MS.
Konya, Yusuf Agha 4862/5606 (91 ff., 617h), which belonged to the library of
Sadr al-Din al Qunawi (d. 673/1264). However, Sulam1’s Ghalatat al-siifiya is
copied almost entirely from the K al-Luma‘ of Sarraj, cf. R. Gramlich,
Schlaglichter iiber das Sufitum, Wiesbaden 1990, 29-30; A.J. Arberry, Did
Sulami plagiarize Sarraj? JRAS 1937, 461-5; GAS, 1, 673.

Jawami‘ adab al-sifiyya, ed. E. Kohlberg, Jerusalem 1976; ed. S. Ates, Tis‘at
kutub, 37-92; repr. 183-290.

Kalam al-Shafi fi I-tasawwuf, ed. Ahmad Tahiri ‘Iraqi, Tehran 1372.

K. Adab al-suhba wa-husn al-‘ishra, ed. M.J. Kister, Jerusalem 1954; ed. Yuasuf
‘Ali Badyawi, Beirut 1410/1990.

K al-‘Arba‘in fi'l-tasawwuf, Haydarabad 1369/1950; ed. Muhammad Siri, Tehran,
forthcoming 2009; commentary by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi
(d. 902/1497), Takhrij al-arba‘in al-Sulamiya fi I-tasawwuf, Beirut and Amman,
1408/1988.
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Baghdad, 5 vols., Beirut 1417/1997 (Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiya, 5 volumes
numbered 16-20), 16, 82 (nr. 68); 17, 170 (nr. 472); 18, 37 (nr. 541); 19, 212 (nr.
1068), 213 (nr. 1069), 219 (nr. 1082); 20, 51 (nr. 1170), 62 (nr. 1190), 137 (nr.
1310), 138 (nr. 1313); Sam‘ani (d. 562/1166), al-Ansab, Beirut 1408/1988, 1,
255, 443; 3, 509; 4, 31; Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571/1176), Ta’rikh madinat Dimashgq, 80
vols., Damascus (Dar al-Fikr) 1415/1990 — 1419/1998, 6, 443; 21, 192; 26, 253;
36, 433; 41, 213, 239; 48, 231; 51, 9; 54, 304; 67, 34; Rafi‘i (d. 623/1226), al-
Tadwin fi akhbar Qazwin, 4 vols., Beirut 1408/1987, 2, 358, 383-4, 439, 464; 3,
255, 435; 4, 51, 192; Yaqut (d. 626/1229), Mufam al-buldan, 7vols., Beirut
(Dar Sadir), 1410/1990, 1, 381; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 12, 88; 13, 89;
16, 272; 17, 248; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 231-40), 39; (yrs. 241-50), 54;
(yrs. 251-60), 142; (yrs. 261-80), 143, 501; (yrs. 291-300), 92; (yrs. 301-20), 253,
351; (yrs. 351-80), 226.

The principal book of Sulami on religious customs and Sufi manners, often
referred to as the Sunan al-siifiya, is lost today. The work, however, is frequently
cited in later sources, but nothing is known from them about its date of origin.
The following references give witness to its widespread circulation:

Sunan al-siifiya, cited by al-Khaffaf (d. 543/1148), Salwat al-ahzan, Cairo 1991, 77,
Sam‘ani, al-Tahbir fi I-majma‘ al-kabir, 2 vols. Baghdad 1395/1975, 2, 103; Ibn
al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200), Talbis Iblis, Beirut 1409/1989, 235, 256, 363; Rafi1,
Tadwin, 2, 464; 4, 13, 88, 148, 159, 176; Dhahabi, Ta rikh al-Islam (yrs. 541-50),
375; al-Suyati, (d. 911/1505), al-Hawi li I-fatawd, 2 vols., Beirut 1403/1983, 2,
248; Muttaqi al-Hindi (d. 975/1567), Kanz al-‘ummal fi sunan al-aqwal wa I-
af‘al, 16 vols., Beirut 1405/1985, 1, 110 (nr. 511); 3, 473 (nr. 7484); 13, 605 (nr.
37546); al-Munawi (d. 1031/1623), Fayd al-gadir, 6 vols., Beirut 1422/2001, 1,
245; 2, 255; ‘Ajlani (d. 1162/1749), Kashf al-khafa’, 2 vols., Beirut 1419/1998, 1,
79.

Without actual reference to the title of the work, many extracts of the
contents of Sunan al-siifiya were integrated into the al-Sunan al-kubra, the K. al-
Zuhd al-kabir and the Shu‘ab al-iman of Abt Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b.
Masa al-Bayhaqi (d. 458/1066), as is shown by the high frequency with which
Sulami is quoted as Bayhaqi’s source.” Judging by these extracts Sulami’s Sunan
al-siifiya appears to have been similar to other works of the literary genre of
sunan books (collections of traditions),** with the characteristic mark, however,

33) See Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Misa al-Bayhaqi (d. 458/1066), al-Sunan al-
kubra, 11 vols., Beirut 1406/1986; idem, K. al-Zuhd al-kabir (ed. ‘Amir Ahmad Haydar), Beirut 1408/
1987; and idem, Shu‘ab al-iman (ed. Abu Hajir Muhammad al-Sa‘id b. Basyuni Zaghlal), 9 vols.,
Beirut 1410/1990; see also, J. Robson, «al-Bayhaki,» in EP, 2,1130; GAL 1, 363; S 1, 618-9; Dha-
habi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 18, 163-70; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam, 30 (yrs. 441-60), 438-41, with
additional references.

34) J.G.H.A. Juynboll, EF, 9, 874.
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which a boy was crushed by the crowd and a man died of a heart attack.”’ In the
opinion of Shurayba and Nwyia, the Haqa’iq al-tafsir was compiled before the
Ta’rikh al-siifiya, probably between 360/970 and 370/980.%® This opinion appears
to be based principally on the evaluation of the esoteric nature of the work, which
does not document any tendency of harmonization with orthodox points of view.
This orthodox point of view, mainly inferred from the Tabagat al-siifiya, is
presumed to have marked Sulami’s later work.?

Some factors work against this view, however, and argue for the completion of
the Haqa'’iq al-tafsir closer to 390/990 in SulamT’s life. As has been stated, Sulami
taught the book in its entirety in Nishapur in 399/1009, without the addendum of
the Ziyadat al-haqa’iq that resembles it in content and method. In addition, two
circumstantial references to Shafi‘1l scholars establish a terminus ad quem for the
Haqa’iq al-tafsir and demonstrate that Sulami continued to lecture on the work in
his later career. Abt Hamid al-Isfarayini (345/956-406/1015), who from 393/1003
onward became counselor to the caliph al-Qadir, is said to have requested to
examine the work, when Sulami came to Baghdad. Finding the material highly
noteworthy, Abtt Hamid arranged for a chair in the mosque to be established for
Sulami to teach the Haqa’iq al-tafsir.>° Abu 1-“Abbas al-Nasawi, who died in 396/
1005, followed Sulami’s lecture on the Haqa iq al-tafsir in Baghdad, took a copy of
the work to Egypt, and made a thousand gold pieces (dinar) teaching it there.>!
On the basis of this evidence, the Haqad’iq al-tafsir appears to be a Sufi primary
source that was compiled some time after the K. al-Luma‘ of Abti Nasr al-Sarraj
(d. 378/988) and the Qiit al-qulib of Aba Talib al-Makki (d. 388/998).*

The existence and use of the Ta’rikh al-sifiya in the Islamic historical
literature, however, is widely attested, as shown by the following examples:

Ta’rikh al-siifiya, cited by Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463/1071), Ta’rikh Baghdad, 2,
348 (nr. 851); 4, 97 (nr. 1747), 361 (nr. 2216); 5, 310 (nr. 2822); 6, 188 (nr.
3246), 294 (nr. 3323); 12, 30 (nr. 6396), 225 (nr. 6673); Ansari-i Harawi (d. 481/
1089), Tabagat al-siifiya (ed. ‘Abd al-Hayy-i Habibi-i Qandahari), Kabul 13405,
100 (86), 340 (291), 444 (374), 482 (406); (ed. Muhammad Sarwar Mawla’i),
Kabul 13628, 115, 405, 525, 567; Ibn al-Najjar (d. 643/1245), Dhayl Ta'rikh

27) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 248

28) See Shurayba’s introduction to his edition of Sulami’s Tabaagqat al-sifiya, 49-50; P. Nwyia,
Trois ceuvres inédites de mystiques musulmans, Beirut 1986, 26 (introduction).

29) For a study of Tabagat literature, see J. A. Mojaddedi, The Biographical Tradition in Sufism,
Richmond 2001.

30) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 248.

31) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 248.

32) Abu Nasr al-Sarraj, K. al-Luma‘ (ed. R.A.. Nicholson), Cambridge 1963; Abu Talib al-Mak-
ki, Qut al-qulib, 2 vols., Cairo 1961.
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Significant sections of the Haqa’iq al-tafsir have been included in the ‘Ara’is al-
bayan wa-haqad’iq al-Qur’an of Abti Muhammad Ruazbihan al-Baqli (d. 606/
1209)."” Some time after the completion of the Haqa’iq al-tafsir, Sulami wrote a
separate Qur’an commentary, entitled Ziyadat al-haqa’iq, which he compiled late
in his life as an addendum to the former.?’ His substantial Tarikh al-siifiya, a
hagiography listing the biographies of hundreds of Sufis, is lost and known only
through extracts incorporated in later sources. It was probably based in part on
the Hikayat al-siifiya,”" the Sufi hagiography compiled by Aba Bakr Muhammad
b. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Bajali, known as Ibn Shadhan al-Razi al-Wa‘iz,
who died in 376/986 in Nishapur.?? Sulami completed the Tarikh al-sifiya in 384/
994 in the city of Rayy.” The Tabagat al-siifiya appears to be an abbreviated
version of the Ta’rikh al-siifiya, listing summary biographies of one hundred and
five Sufis with selections of their sayings. Sulami composed the Tabagat al-stifiya
as a continuation to his now lost K. al-Zuhd, in which he had recorded the
hagiographies of holy men belonging to the first three generations of Muslims
(sahaba, tabiin and tabi‘u I-tabiin).**

The order in which Sulami compiled his major works is not altogether certain
because the precise dates of compilation remain subject to some conflicting
evidence. The Tabagat al-siifiya was a later work, definitely compiled well after
387/997 according to the explicit internal evidence of the text.”> The Ta’rikh al-
stifiya may have been completed as early as 371/981 while Ibn Khafif (d. 371/981)
was still alive, as Massignon has argued.?® It was definitely completed, however,
by 384/994 when Sulami lectured on the work at Rayy, causing a commotion in

=MUSJ 44 (1968), 145-7; idem, Trois ceuvres inédites de mystiques musulmans, Beirut 1973, 23-182.
The items of Ibn ‘Ata”’s Qur’an commentary included in Sulami’s Haqa’iq al-tafsir have been trans-
lated into German with introduction by R. Gramlich, Abu I-‘Abbas b. ‘Ata’: Sufi und Koranausleger,
Stuttgart 1995.

19) See Ruzbihan al-Baqli, ‘Ara’is al-bayan wa-haqa’iq al-Qur’an (lithograph), 2 vols., Cawnpore
1301/1884, and Tafsir ‘Ara’is al-bayan wa-haqa’iq al-Qur’an (ed. Ahmad Farid al-Mizyadi), 3 vols.,
Beirut 1429/2008.

20) G. Bowering, The Minor Qur'an Commentary of Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Hu-
sayn al Sulami (d. 412/1021), Beirut 1995, 21997 (Arabic text, 1-255); see also G. Béwering, The
major sources of Sulami’s minor Qur’an commentary, in Oriens 35 (1996), 35-56.

21) «Sulami ta’rikh-i khud bar ta’rikh-i wi kardah,» Ansari-i Harawi, Tabaqat al-sifiya (ed. ‘Abd
al-Hayy-i Habibi-i Qandahari), Kabul 13405, 444 (374); (ed. Muhammad Sarwar Mawla’i), Kabul
13628, 525.

22) See GAS, 1, 666; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 364-5; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs.
351-80), 600-1, with additional references; and F. Meier, Ein wichtiger Handschriftenfund zur Sufik,
Oriens 20 (1967), 60-106.

23) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 248.

24) Sulami, Tabagat al-siifiya (ed. J. Pedersen), 5; (ed. Nar al-Din Shurayba), 3.

25) See J. Pedersen’s introduction to his edition of Sulami’s Tabagat al-sifiya, 60.

26) L. Massignon, Quatre textes inédits concernant I’histoire de la mystique en pays d’Islam, Paris
1929, 11.
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Abu Sa‘ld Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Khashshab (381/991-456/1064), as his attendant
and scribe.'? Sulami’s works, amounting to more than a hundred titles, were
composed over a period of some fifty years from about 360/970 onward.'®> The
statement recorded by his scribe that Sulami wrote a thousand pamphlets (juz’),
seven hundred of them on Sufi topics, testifies to his prodigious level of
production. This round figure, however, should not be understood as
representing the actual number of treatises Sulami wrote, but rather as an order
of magnitude indicating the booklets he filled and the tracts he authored over a
long career of writing.'* Many of Sulami’s minor works have been published,
while others are known to be extant in manuscript. Of his major works, two have
appeared in print, the Tabagat al-sifiya"® and the Haqa'iq al-tafsir.'® His entire
corpus may be divided into three main categories: Sufi hagiographies, Sufi
commentaries on the Qur’an, and treatises on Sufi sayings, manners and customs,
and each of these categories appears to be represented by a major work, Ta’rikh
al-sifiya, Haqa'iq al-tafsir, and Sunan al-siifiya.

It is not known exactly when Sulami’s principal commentary on the Qur’an,
Hagqa'’iq al-tafsir, was completed. One manuscript of the text, however, confirms
that Sulami taught the Hagqa'’iq al-tafsir from beginning to end in Nishapur in 399/
1009.'7 L. Massignon and P. Nwyia'® have published certain extracts of the work.

12) Abu Sa‘id Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Habib al-Khashshab al-Naysaburi
al-Saffar (381/991-456/1064), Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam (yrs. 441-60), 420-1, with additional referen-
ces.

13) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 249.

14) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 247.

15) Sulami, Tabagat al-sifiya (ed. J. Pedersen), Leiden 1960; (ed. Nar al-Din Shurayba), Cairo
1389/1969, 21986; (ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata), 2 vols, Beirut 1419/1998; both the editions of
Pedersen and Shurayba include extensive introductions to Sulami’s life and work; see also, H. Ritter,
Oriens 7 (1954), 397-9.

16) The edition of the Haqa’iq al-tafsir, published by Sayyid ‘Imran under the title, Tafsir al-
Sulami wa-huwa Haqad’iq al-tafsir, has been printed in two volumes, Beirut 1421/2001. Unfortunately,
it is based on one single manuscript, MS. Fatih 261 (316ff; 600h) and is lacking a considerable part of
the text, missing in the manuscript on folio 110a. Thus there is a large lacuna (vol. 1, page 235)
including the end of Sulami’s commentary on stra 11 (Hid), from verse 11:90 onward, all of his
commentary on sara 12 (Yisuf), and the beginning of sira 13 (al-Ra‘d) until verse 13:2. In addition,
there are many mistakes in the published text, often due to the state of the underlying manuscript,
but often also due to the less than painstaking way in which this edition was produced. The Haqa'ig
al-tafsir is known to exist in about sixty Arabic manuscripts found in libraries all over the world. Most
of them are listed in GAS, 1, 671-4, and G. Béwering, The Qur’an Commentary of al-Sulami, 41-56.
Two additional manuscript references should be added: MS. St. Petersburg, Nr. 9 (ANC-9), nr. 60
(306 ff., 7th c.h) and MS. Medina 16 (312 ff. , 704 h).

17) MS. St. Petersburg, Nr. 9 (ANC-9), nr. 60, {. 1b.

18) See L. Massignon, Essai sur les origines du lexique technique de la mystique musulmane, Paris
1922, 21968, 359-412; P. Nwyia, Le Tafsir mystique attribué a Gafar Sadiq, in MUSJ 43 (1968), 181-
230, repr. in ‘Ali Zay‘ar, al-Tafsir al-sifi li’l -Qur’an ‘ind al-Sadiq, Beirut 1979, 125-212, repr. Beirut
1993, repr. Beirut 2002; P. Nwyia, Sentences de Nuri citées par Sulami dans Haqa’iq al-Tafsir, in=
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‘Uthman Sa‘id b. Isma‘il al-Hir1 (d. 298/910), a well-known Shafi‘l scholar of
Hadith and an adherent of the ascetic tradition of Nishapur.*

Sulami was formally initiated into Sufism and granted a teaching certificate
(ijaza) by the Hanafi judge Aba Sahl Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Su‘liaki (296/
909-369/980), a learned teacher and leading personality of Nishapur since 337/
949.° His full accreditation as a Sufi, however, Sulami received from Abu 1-Qasim
Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Nasrabadhi (d. 367/977-8), a Shafi‘i scholar of Hadith®
who had become a Sufi at the hands of Aba Bakr Dulaf b. Jahdar al-Shibl1 (d.
334/946)" at Baghdad in 330/942. After many years of traveling, Nasrabadhi
returned to his native Nishapur in 340/951 where, some time later, he invested
Sulami with the Sufi mantle (khirga).®

An avid student of Hadith, Sulami traveled widely throughout Khurasan and
Iraq in search of knowledge, visiting Marv and Baghdad for extended periods of
time. He journeyed as far as the Hejaz, but apparently visited neither Syria nor
Egypt.” His travels climaxed in a pilgrimage to Mecca, performed in 366/976 in
the company of Nasrabadhi, who died shortly after the hajj.'” When Sulami
returned to Nishapur about 368/977-8, his teacher Isma‘il b. Nujayd had passed
away, leaving Sulami his extensive library. This library became the center of the
Sufi lodge (duwayra) which Sulami established in his quarter of the town, the
Sikkat al-Nawand. There he spent the remaining forty years of his life as a
resident scholar, probably visiting Baghdad on a number of occasions. By his later
years Sulami had become highly respected throughout Khurasan as a teacher of
Hadith, a Shafi?1 man of learning, and the leading authority of his time on the
doctrines and practices of the Sufis.'*

Sulami was a prolific author who eventually employed his future biographer,

=with additional references.

4) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 14, 62-6; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 291-300), 149-53,
with additional references; R. Gramlich, Alte Vorbilder des Sufitums. Erster Teil : Scheiche des Ostens,
Wiesbaden 1996, 175-241.

5) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 235-9; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 423-6.,
with additional references.

6) Dhahabt, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 263-7; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 367-71,
with additional references.

7) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 15, 367-9; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 331-50), 116-20,
with additional references; R. Gramlich, Alte Vorbilder des Sufitums. Erster Teil : Scheiche des Wes-
tens, Wiesbaden 1995, 513-665.

8) ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jami, Nafahat al-uns min hadarat al-quds, ed. M. Tawhidi Par, Tehran
1336, 311.

9) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 249.

10) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 249.

11) For documented details on Sulami’s biography, see Bowering, The Qur’an Commentary of
al-Sulami, 41-56.
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Introduction

A) The Author and His Writings1

The author of the Sufi treatises included in this Arabic text edition entitled,
Rasa’il sifiya li-Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, was the well known Sufi historian
and traditionist (muhaddith), Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn b.
Muhammad b. Masa b. Khalid b. Salim b. Zawiya b. Sa‘id b. Qabisa b. Sarraq al-
Azdi al-Sulami al-Naysaburi. He was born at Nishapur (Khurasan, Iran) in 325/
937 or 330/942, belonged to the tribe of the Azd on his father’s side and to that of
the Sulaym on his mother’s, and died in the same city in 412/1021.> When
SulamT’s father, al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Miisa al-Azdi, who instructed him in
his early youth, left Nishapur to settle at Mecca, Sulami’s education was entrusted
to his maternal grand-father, Aba ‘Amr Isma‘il b. Nujayd b. Ahmad b. Yisuf b.
Khalid al-Sulami al-Naysabari (d. 366/976-7),> who was a disciple of Abu

1) Where the spelling of Arabic or Persian places and terms is included in English dictionaries,
we have adopted standard American usage. The exceptions to this rule are «Qur’an» and «qur’anic»
for Koran and Koranic. The word «Hadith» has been capitalized without italics. Journal titles are
abbreviated following J. D. Pearson, Index Islamicus, London 1958. EI? stands for the new edition of
The Encyclopedia of Islam (ed. H.A.R. Gibb et al.), Leiden 1960-2002, Elran for the Encyclopedia
Iranica, (ed. E. Yarshater), vols. 1-14, New York 1985-ongoing, and EQ for Encyclopaedia of the
Qur’an, 6 vols., Leiden 2001-06. GAL stands for C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Littera-
tur, 2™ ed., vol. 1-2, Leiden 1943-49; supplement volumes 1-3, Leiden 1937-42, and GAS for F.
Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, vol. 1-9, Leiden 1964-84. The sign # is used for the
paragraphs that refer to the Arabic text, independently from page numbers. The «K. » stands for
«Kitab» in book titles.

2) SulamT’s life and work have been examined in G. Bowering, «The Qur’an Commentary of al-
Sulami,» in W.B. Hallaq and D.P. Little (eds.), Islamic Studies Presented to Charles J. Adams, Leiden
1991, 41-56; see also, G. Bowering, «al-Sulami,» EP, 9, 811-2; for a general survey of Sulam’’s life
and work see, L. Berger, Geschieden von allem ausser Gott, Hildesheim — Ziirich — New York, 1998;
for documentation from Arabic primary sources, see Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 461/1073), Ta’rikh
Baghdad, 14 vols., Cairo 1349/1931, 2, 248-9 (nr. 717); Dhahabi (d. 748/1348), Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’
(ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at and others), 25 vols. Beirut 1401/1981-1409/1988, 17, 247-55; Dhahabi,
Ta'rikh al-Islam (ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri), 52 vols., Beirut 1407/1987-1421/2000, (yrs.
401-20), 304-7, with additional references.

3) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146-8; Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 335-7,=
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