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Introduction

1) A Short Sufi Guidebook for God’s Friends

The short Sufi guidebook, entitled Khalwat al-‘akifin (Seeking Solitude,
literally, The Solitude of those Practicing Seclusion), is an abridgment of Aba
Khalaf al-Tabart’s Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtagin (The Comfort of Those
Possessed of Knowledge of God and the Intimacy of those Longing for God, in short,
The Comfort of the Mystics). Abu Khalaf al-Tabari’s work offers a large Sufi
manual and anthology of Sufi sayings, maxims, guidelines and anecdotes that has
recently been published in Europe in a critical Arabic text edition with an
analytical introduction." Aba Khalaf Muhammad b.‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabari (d.
ca. 470/1077.) was a highly respected scholar of Shafi‘i law and an admirer of the
Sufi way of life, active in Nishapur, the cultural center of the province of
Khurasan in northeastern Iran. He compiled The Comfort of the Mystics in
emulation of QushayrT’s (d. 465/1072) Risala (The Epistle of Sufism), the famous
Sufi handbook written in his hometown in 437/1045-46 during his lifetime.” In
addition to Qushayri’s Risala, Abta Khalaf al-Tabari garnered much of his
material, in prose and poetry, from the Tahdhib al-asrar (The Education of Souls)
by Kharkashi (d. 407/1016), a Sufi manual also written in Nishapur two
generations before him.?

The abridgment of Seeking Solitude made from The Comfort of the Mystics,
was compiled in the middle of the 8"/14™ century. It was written for a group of
Sufis, fellow dervishes and Sufi novices, to serve as a guidebook when they
gathered in seclusion and met in assemblies that were held in one of the Sufi
lodges (ribat or khanaqah), probably in Aleppo, Syria.* Its compiler was a certain
Yiasuf b. Fattih b. Da’ad, who stated at the end of the text that it was he, who

1) See G. Bowering and B. Orfali, The Comfort of the Mystics, Leiden 2013.

2) Abu 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim b. Hawazin al-Qushayri, al-Risala al-qushayriya, Cairo 1966.

3) See Abu Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Naysabiri, Tahdhib al-asrar fi usal
al-tasawwuf, Beirut 1427/2006; the author’s name, cited as al-Kharkushi, is an Arabic adaptation of
Khargashi, the spelling of the author’s name in its original Persian (Farsi).

4) See J. Chabbi, «Ribat,» Encyclopaedia of Islam : New Edition, Leiden 1995, vol. 8, pp. 493-506
and G. Bowering and M. Melvin-Koushki, «Kanagah,» Encyclopedia Iranica, New York 2011, vol. 15,
pp. 456-466.



8 Seeking Solitude

selected and copied the content of the abridgment, completing his work in the
month of Rabi‘ II, 740 A. H. (i.e., October 1339 A.D.). He concluded his
guidebook with the chapter on divine friendship (wilaya), the ideal of Sufism that
bonds its accomplished practitioners as God’s friends (awliya’ Allah). 1t is no
surprise therefore that his guidebook ends with a famous statement of Sahl al-
Tustari (d. 283/896), a classical Sufi master and shaykh, who coined the phrase
that the stages of God’s friends (nihayat al-awliya’) end where the ranks of God’s
prophets (bidayat al-anbiya’) begin.’

This high ideal, reflecting the self-perception of the Sufis that they live in
nearness with God, second only to the prophets, is reflected in the selection of
Sufi poetry and prose included in Seeking Solitude. One by one, these selections
illustrate the ascetic struggle and mystic experience of the Sufis, their fear of God
and their trust in God, their flashes of insight and their moments of ecstasy, their
recollection of God and their union with the Real (al-Hagqq, their preferential
term for God). Seeking Solitude is an inspiring concise Arabic text that brought a
circle of Sufi friends together in companionship and contemplation, united in
God’s presence.

2) The Compilation of the Arabic Text

Khalwat al-‘akifin has been preserved in two manuscripts, MS Leipzig 844/2
and MS Aleppo 25; the first was copied in 740/1339 and the second in 1103/1692.
MS Leipzig 844/2 (ff. 42a-116a) is preserved in the manuscript collection of the
University of Leipzig, Germany, as the second part of a collective manuscript.® It
is written in black ink, with some chapter headings and references to names or
poetical verses marked in red ink. It has thirteen lines per page and is written in
rough but clear naskhi script with diacritical marks added regularly, but without
being vocalized. The incipit (f. 42b)’ states the intention of the author to compile

5) See G. Bowering, The Mystical Vision of Existence in Classical Islam : The Qur’anic Herme-
neutics of the Suft Sahl al-Tustari (d. 283/896), Berlin — New York 1980.

6) See, C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur, Erster Supplementband, Leiden
1937, p. 773, and K. Vollers, Katalog der islamischen, christlich-orientalischen, jiidischen und samari-
tanischen Handschriften der Universitits-Bibliothek zu Leipzig, Leipzig 1906, p.274. The reference of
Vollers cited for the text of Khalwat al-‘akifin, however, is not fully accurate with regard to the
numbering of folios, the identity of its author and the date when the manuscript was copied. Vollers
notes that the book is «anonymous» and that its text covers «ff. 42a-116b and bears the copying date
of Rabi’ I, 770.» It has to be noted, however, that the text passages from f. 90a — f. 116a have nothing
to do with Khalwat al-‘akifin but represent extracts of other books.

7) On folio 42 the incipit reads: Al-hamdu li-llahi lladhi ‘attara -wujiida bi-‘arfi I-‘arifin wa-ahya I-
quliitba bi-dhikri I-ta’ifina minhum wa [-‘akifin. Wa-salla llahu ‘ala nabiyihi sayyidina Muhammadin
maladhi I-talibina wa-malja’i I-kha’ifin. Wa-‘ala alihi wa-sahbihi alladhina kani muttabi‘ina li-aqwalihi
wa-‘inda amrihi wagqifin. Wa-sallama tasliman kathiran.
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the abridgment as an instruction for disciples (tabsiratan li I-murid) and a
reminder (tadhkiratan) «for one who has a heart or will give ear with a present
mind» (Qur’an 50:37). This statement of intention identifies the text as a work
used in a group of dervishes and disciples who share a common Sufi ideal and
receive instruction from its guidelines on the Sufi way of life. It has the hallmarks
of a guidebook in the hands of a Sufi master or shaykh, presiding over a circle of
dervishes and disciples in a Sufi lodge, teaching the essentials of Sufism and
offering spiritual advice for its practitioners.

It is necessary to add an observation about the number and order of the folios
of MS Leipzig 844/2 because the manuscript is defective. One folio of the
manuscript has been misplaced in the process of binding or re-binding, another
folio has been lost altogether within the text, and the last folio of a memorandum
that is added at the end of the Arabic text has been lost as well. In fact, the text of
Khalwat al-‘akifin as preserved in MS Leipzig 844/2 begins on f. 42b and continues
seamlessly until f. 79b. Then one folio of text has been lost. After the lacuna, the
text continues on f. 80a until f. 85b and is followed by f. 87a/b and f. 88a/b. Now,
the folio that has been misplaced follows on f. 86a/b. The text of Khalwat al-‘akifin
comes to an end on f. 86a, at the bottom of which the colophon is recorded in its
entirety. On f. 86b, one finds a memorandum that continues on f. 89a/b and
comes to an abrupt end at the bottom of f. 89b, indicating the loss of its ending.

The body of the text itself begins on folio 42b with the words, «These are
pages (selected) from the book Salwat al-‘arifin, compiled by the Imam Abu
Khalaf Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabari — may God Most High have mercy
on him.»® The text of Khalwat al-‘Gkifin comes to an end on f. 86a with a
statement of Sahl b. ‘Abdallah al-Tustari (d. 283/896), «the end stages of the
friends of God (nihayat al-awliya’) — may God Most High have mercy on them —
are the beginning stages of the prophets (bidayat al-anbiya’) — may God bless all
of them.»’ Then follows the colophon on the same folio: «This is the end of what
I selected from the book Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtagin compiled by the
Shaykh al-Imam Aba Khalaf Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabari — may God
Most High have mercy on him. These pages were written down by Yusuf b.
Fattah b. Da’ud, who was the one who selected and copied them, hoping for
God’s forgiveness of his sins. The task of copying them was completed in the
beginning of Rabi‘ II, 740 (October, 1339).»'°

8) Arabic text: Wa-ba‘d : fa-hadhihi awraqun min kitabi Salwat al-‘arifin. Ta’lifu l-imam Abi Kha-
laf Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabari rahimahu llahu ta‘ala.

9) Arabic text: Nihayatu l-awliya’ rahimahumu llahu ta‘ala bidayatu l-anbiya’ salawatu llahi ‘alay-
him ajma‘in.

10) Arabic text: Hadha akhiru ma ntagaytuhu min kitabi Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtagin.
Tasnifu l-shaykhi I-Imami Abia (sic!) Khalaf Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Tabari rahimahu llah
ta‘ala. Wa-kamalat (najizat ?) hadhihi l-awraqu ‘ala yadi muntaqiha wa-katibiha al-raji min Allahi=
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Rather than remaining anonymous, the compiler of the abridgment identifies
himself as Yasuf b. Fattih b. Da’tid because he states explicitly that he was the
selector of its content (al-muntaqi) who copied the abridgement from Abu Khalaf
al-TabarT’s Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtaqin. He probably was a somewhat
obscure author because the primary sources of Islamic biography record neither a
reference nor an obituary about him. That Yasuf b. Fattah b. Da’ud actually
selected the content of the abridgment, rather than merely copying the
manuscript, may also be indicated by the absence of either his name or that of
another person quoted after the standard clause, «the task of copying them was
completed (wa-kana I-firagh minha)» where copyists ordinarily record their
names in Arabic manuscripts.

The memorandum (##418-420), recorded on f. 86b and continued on f. 89a/
b, was written in the same handwriting as the body of the text and therefore, in all
likelihood, was added by Yasuf b. Fattth b. Da’ad. It sheds light on the spirit that
animated the circle of friends in which the abridgment was studied because it
begins with well-known introductory words of ‘Abdallah b. Ja‘far (d. 80/699 or 85/
704), the nephew of the caliph ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (d. 40/661), concerning the ideal
of friendship among scholars (#418). Then (#419), Yasuf b. Fattah b. Da’ad
states that he read out this abridgment (wa-qara’tu hadha l-kitaba l-mangiila
minhu) in the presence of the distinguished teacher Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abdallah
Muhammad b. Tarif al-Ghazzi (d. 784/1383)."' The latter gave his written
authorization to transmit it (wa-hadha siratu khattihi fi l-ijaza) and authenticated
thereby that the abridgement had been done faithfully from Salwat al-‘arifin. This
teacher, Shams al-Din, is also cited within the actual text of Khalwat al-‘akifin
(#98) with a gloss commenting on the application of the five categories of action
(ahkam) in Islamic religious law (shari‘a). The memorandum then adds some
lines of praise with regard to the scholarly eminence of Shams al-Din on f. §89a/b.

Thereafter (#420), the text of the memorandum, partially destroyed by
watermarks, refers on f. 89b to Abu Hafs ‘Umar, the learned son of the
distinguished man of letters (adib) Badr al-Din al-Hasan b. ‘Umar b. al-Hasan b.
Habib al-Halabi al-Shafi‘i (d. 779/1377-80).'% According to this part of the

=ghufrana dhanbihi Yisuf b. Fattih b. Da’ud. Wa-kana I-firagh minha mustahall Rabii I-akhir sanata
arba‘ina wa-sab‘i mi’a. Al-hamdu li-llah wahdihi wa-salla llahu ‘ala sayyidina Muhammadin wa-alihi
wa-sahbihi wa-sallam.

11) Taqi al-Din Abu 1-Tayyib Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Qurashi al-Fasi (d. 832/1429), Ta‘rif
dhawi I-‘ula bi-man lam yadhkurhu I-Dhahabi min al-nubala’, Beirut 1998, 319 (nr. 1051); Shams
al-Din Abu 1-Fadl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-ghamr bi-abna’ al-‘umr, 9 vols, Beirut
1387/1967, 2, 117; idem, al-Durar al-kamina fi a‘yan al-mi’a al-thamina, 4 vols, Beirut: Dar al-Jil, no
date, 3, 460; and Beirut 1418/1997 (4 vols and appendix), 3, 279.

12) Fasi, Ta'rif, 275-6 (nr. 909); Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujim al-zahira fi mulitk misr wa l-qahira,
Cairo 1972, vol. 11, pp. 189-190; Ibn ‘Imad, Shadharat al-dhahab, Beirut n.d., vol. 6, p. 626.
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memorandum, it was Abta Hafs ‘Umar who served as the one who read out the
entire text (gara’a ‘alayya) in meticulous fashion (gira’atan hasanatan) and, at the
end, gave it the title of Khalwat al-‘akifin. Only from this moment on, the
abridgment selected from Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtagin by Yusuf b.
Fattih b. Da’ud became identified as Khalwat al-‘akifin, a title it had not been
given before. It is possible that the place where this happened was Aleppo,
although the manuscript includes no explicit record of it.

MS Aleppo 25 (147 ff.; 1103 h) is listed in the library catalogue of manuscripts
preserved in the Institute for the History of Arabic Science that is affiliated with
the University of Aleppo, Syria."® In addition, the microfilm catalogue of the
same library lists a microfilm of the manuscript under nr. 1880."* The manuscript
is written in beautiful naskhi handwriting, in black and red ink and has 147 folios.
Despite several efforts, it proved impossible to obtain a photocopy or microfilm
of this manuscript. During a short visit of the library on July 19, 2009, our
colleague Yousef Casewit was able to inspect the manuscript. He copied the
beginning and incipit as well as the end and colophon of the text. Both the
beginning and end of MS Aleppo 25 are identical with those of MS Leipzig 844/2.
On the basis of his transcription of the colophon of the manuscript, it is evident
that the task of copying was completed on Thursday, the seventeenth day of the
month Shawwal in the year 1103 (14 July, 1692). Yousef Casewit also spot-
checked the content of MS Aleppo 25 and thereby indicated the close similarity
of MS Aleppo 25 with MS Leipzig 844/2. It is also clear from his notes that the
text portions of Khalwat al-‘akifin lost on the missing folio of MS Leipzig 844/2
are actually included in MS Aleppo 25.

MS Aleppo 25 ends as decisively as MS Leipzig 844/2 with Sahl al-TustarT’s
statement comparing the end stages of God’s friends (nihayat al-awliya’) with the
beginning stages of the prophets (bidayat al-anbiya’). There is no doubt that MS
Leipzig 844/2 and MS Aleppo 25 are based on an identical archetype in the
manuscript tradition. It is noteworthy that the title, Khalwat al-‘akifin, is cited in
neither the incipit nor the colophon of both MS Aleppo 25 and MS Leipzig 844/2.
This fact confirms the point that the person who added the title of Khalwat al-
‘akifin to the selections from Salwat al-‘arifin, was Abt Hafs ‘Umar, son of the
distinguished man of letters (adib), Badr al-Din al-Hasan b. ‘Umar b. al-Hasan b.
Habib al-Halabi al-Shafi‘i (d. 779/1377-80) active in Aleppo.'?

13) Muhammad Kamal, Fihris al-makhtutat al-miida‘a fi khizanat Ma‘had al-Turath al-‘llmi al-
‘Arabi, Aleppo n.d., p.73.

14) Muhammad ‘Izzat ‘Umatr, Fihris al-makhtutat al-musawwara fi khizanat Ma‘had al-Turath al-
1lmi al-‘Arabi, Aleppo 1987, manuscript nr. 1880, mistakenly listed as nr. 1885.

15) Taqt al-Din Abu 1-Tayyib Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Qurashi al-Fasi (d. 832/1429), Ta‘rif
dhawi I-‘ula bi-man lam yadhkurhu al-Dhahabi min al-nubala’, Beirut 1998, 319; Shams=
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The equal length and identical ending of both texts suggest that the text of
Khalwat al-‘akifin (Seeking Solitude) actually ended with the chapter on al-wilaya
and that no text passages were lost at the end of either manuscript. It has to be
noted, however, that the text of Salwat al-‘arifin (The Comfort of the Mystics)
counts more than a dozen additional chapters after the chapter on al-wilaya, such
as anecdotes about the miraculous gifts of Sufis and matters of their spiritual
discipline, their good conduct at home and companionship on travel, their
excerpts of letters and spiritual testaments, as well as short biographies of 4/10™
century Sufis. These latter topics, mainly focused on the practice of Sufism rather
than its ideals, are absent from Khalwat al-‘akifin and seem to indicate that the
compiler considered them less central for the purpose of his short Sufi
guidebook. Inasmuch as can be seen from the evidence of the manuscript
tradition, one has no grounds to speculate that Khalwat al-‘akifin may originally
have included additional portions of texts excerpted from the last dozen chapters
of Salwat al-‘arifin.

The compiler of Khalwat al-‘akifin followed the basic order of the chapters in
Salwat al-‘arifin, and selected only a small sample of Sufi sayings from each of
them, occasionally neglecting to abridge one chapter or another. In all, the
number of passages he included in his abridgment and extracted from Salwat al-
‘arifin amount to about ten percent of the content of the latter. The author of
Khalwat al-‘akifin is, however, very faithful to the wording of Salwat al-‘arifin and
carefully copies verbatim rather than paraphrasing. It can also be noticed that, in
his selections, he has a preference for poetical verses over prose statements of
Sufis.

The following chapter headings of Salwat al-‘arifin appear in Khalwat al-
‘akifin: al-sufi (f. 42a), al-tawba (f. 43b), al-wara‘ (f. 44a), al-taqwa (f. 44b), al-
khawf (. 452), al-raja’ (f. 46b), al-khushu‘ (f. 47a), ma‘rifat al-nafs (f. 48a), al-qalb
(f. 48b), al-hawa (f. 49a), al-dunya (f. 50a), al-wagqt (f. 52a), al-mujahada (f. 53a),
al-istigama (f. 53a), al-muragaba (f. 54a), al-khalwa wa [-‘uzla (f. 54b), al-samt ({.
55a), al-gana‘a (f. 56b), al-rida (f. 57b), al-sabr (f. 59a), al-jii‘ (f. 60a, mistakenly
listed as al-khushii®), al-tawakkul (f. 61b), al-ithar (f. 62b), al-sidg (f. 63b), al-
‘ubiidiya (f. 64b), al-hurriya (f. 65b), al-futiwa (f. 66a), al-muriwa (£. 67a), al-haya’
(f. 67b), al-ghayra (f. 68b), al-dhikr (f. 69b), al-shukr (f. 70b), husn al-zann (f. 72a),
al-khuluq al-hasan (f. 74a), al-yagin (f. 75b), al-ma‘rifa (f. 76b), al-ikhias (f. 78a),
al-mahabba (f. 78b), al-shawq (f. 80a), al-mushahada (f. 80b), al-qurb (f. 81a), al-
uns (f. 82a), al-fana’ wa I-baga’ (f. 83b), al-qabd wa [-bast (f. 84a), al-sahw wa I-
sukr (f. 84b), al-jam* wa I-tafriga (f. 84b), al-tafiid (f. 85a), al-wajd (f. 85b), al-istitar

=al-Din Abu I-Fadl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-ghamr bi-abna’ al-‘umr, 9 vols,
Beirut 1387/1967, 2, 117; idem, al-Durar al-kamina fi a‘'yan al-mi’a al-thamina, 4 vols and appendix,
Beirut 1418/1997, 3, 279.
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wa l-tajalli (f. 87a), al-lawa’ih (f. 87b), al-lawami‘ (f. 88a), al-khawatir (f. 88a),
sama‘ al-ash‘ar (f. 88b), al-wilaya (f. 86a), end of text.

3) Technical Observations about the Arabic Text Edition

In critically editing the text, the following principles have been observed. To
make the text manageable for the reader, the text has been arranged by
paragraphs, with a number assigned to each of them in parentheses. The
paragraphs (417 in all) have been numbered in continuous order throughout the
text for easy reference in the indices. Wherever possible, each individual
paragraph includes only one statement that forms a short textual unit, be these
sayings, maxims, poetic verses, prophetic traditions or specimens of Sufi
terminology. Meters have been added in brackets, preceding the verses of poetry
in the Arabic text. Qur’an citations have been fully vocalized and the numbers of
chapter (siira) and verse (@ya) have been inserted into the text in round brackets
after each Qur’an citation. A colon was placed at the very beginning of each
particular statement and after the name of the person making it, both in cases of
Hadith reports and Sufi statements. There was no need, however, to place a colon
before Qura’n quotations or, as is often the custom, to add half-moon brackets
around them, because the vocalization defines the exact extent of each Qur’anic
passage. Finally, a table of contents has been added in the beginning of the
Arabic text.

All editorial corrections to the actual text of Khalwat al-‘akifin were indicated
in the footnotes and preceded by the phrase fi l-asl, followed by a colon and
thereafter the faulty reading of the text (e.g., in ##46, 50, 75, 219, 226, 260, 273,
278, 279, 280, 313, 362 and 396). As the footnotes show, all statements included
in Khalwat al-‘akifin can be traced in Salwat al-‘arifin, the text from which the
abridgment has been copied. There are only two exceptions to this rule. One is
#98, a gloss by Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Tarif al-Ghazzi (d.
784/1383), that has been incorporated into the text, as mentioned above. The
other is #127 where the compiler added a poetical verse that cannot be traced in
Salwat al-‘arifin. Moreover, between #356 (bottom of f. 79b) and #357 (top of f.
80a) a folio of the text is missing in MS Leipzig 844/2.'° Finally, in #417 that
follows the end of the Arabic text, the reader finds an appendix representing the
colophon on f. 86b and the memorandum on f. 89a/b of MS. Leipzig 844/2,
inasmuch as they could be identified. This appendix offers the reader the Arabic
wording that throws some light on the compilation of Khalwat al-‘akifin.

Some ancillary signs were added consistently to the Arabic text, such as the

16) This missing text portion would fit between the statement of the caliph Abu Bakr al-Siddiq
(d. 13/634; # 356) and that of the Sufi Ibn ‘Ata’ (d. between 309/921 and 311/923, # 357).
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doubling sign over a consonant (tashdid). The tashdid was omitted, however, in
liaison for the definite article in case of "sun" letters. The sign of nunnation
(tanwin) was added regularly in the accusative and, when helpful, in the genitive
and nominative. Vowel signs were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or to
refer to the first or second person when required for textual precision. Otherwise,
vowel signs were added to the body of the text only when they serve to avoid
textual ambiguity or indicate a preferred reading chosen from among
grammatically correct options. Vowel signs were not added to personal names,
except when required to avoid a possible confusion in the pronunciation of a
particular name. Marks of punctuation, such as commas and periods have been
added to the Arabic text when the sense of specific sentences requires it. A colon
was added after names of particular authorities, separating authors from their
statements. Similarly, a colon was placed before statements by anonymous
authorities that were introduced in the text by gala ba‘duhum or gil.

The indices refer to paragraph numbers throughout. There are six indices in
all: (1) Qura’nic verses (fihrist al-ayat), (2) Hadith statements (filrist al-ahadith),
(3) Poetical verses (fihrist al-ash‘ar), (4) Names of authorities (fikrist al-a‘lam), (5)
Place names (fikrist al-amakin), and (6) Technical terms (fikrist al-istilahat). The
name index lists Sufi authorities quoted in the text as well as narrators that
appear in the chains of transmitters. Each name is listed in the short form in
which it occurs in the text, followed after an equal sign by a full name and, in
parentheses, a date of death inasmuch as it could be established by research in
the Arabic biographical and historical sources. The index of poetic verses
includes the meters of the verses as well as the beginning and end (matla‘ and
qafiya) of each couplet for accurate reference.

Following the indices, the reader finds a list of the sources that are quoted in
the footnotes at the bottom of the Arabic text of Khalwat al-‘akifin. These
footnotes refer to parallel text passages that could be found in the Sufi sources
compiled during the 4™/10™ and 5"/11'" centuries. Pride of place is given in the
footnotes to passages that refer the reader back to the relevant passages in Salwat
al-‘arifin, listed by paragraph numbers. All other sources are listed in
chronological order in the footnotes and cited by page number, except where
paragraph numbers were used in the editions of these sources.

These sources are: (1) Kitab al-luma‘ fi I-tasawwuf (ed. R.A. Nicholson,
Leiden 1914) by Abta Nasr ‘Abdallah b. ‘Ali al-Tasi (d. 378/988), quoted as
Luma‘, with page numbers; (2) al-Ta‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf (ed. AJ.
Arbery, Cairo 1352/1933) by Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Kalabadht’s (d.
between 380/990 and 385/995), quoted as Ta‘arruf, with page numbers; (3)
Tahdhib al-asrar fi usil al-tasawwuf (ed. Sayyid Muhammad ‘Ali, Beirut 1427/
2006) by Abu Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Naysaburi (d. 407/
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1016), quoted as Tahdhib, with page numbers; (4) Haqa'iq al-tafsir (2 volumes, ed.
Sayyid ‘Imran, Beirut 2001) by Aba ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn
al-Sulami (d. 412/1021), quoted as Haga'ig, with volume and page numbers; (5)
Tabagqat al-sifiya (ed. Nur al-Din Shariba, Cairo 1372/1953), quoted as Tabagqat,
with page numbers; (6) Rasa’il siifiya (ed. G. Bowering and B. Orfali, Beirut 2009)
by Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Sulami (d. 412/1021),
quoted as Rasa’il, with paragraph numbers; (7) Masa’il siifiya (ed. B. Orfali and
G. Bowering, Beirut 2010) by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-
Sulami (d. 412/1021), quoted as Masa’il, with paragraph numbers; (8) Hilyat al-
awliya’ wa-tabaqat al-asfiya’ (10 volumes, Cairo 1351/1932 — 1357/1938) by Abu
Nu‘aym Ahmad b. ‘Abdallah al-Isfahani (d. 430/1038), quoted as Hilya, with
volume and page numbers; (9) al-Risala al-qushayriya (2 volumes with continued
pagination, ed. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmud and Mahmid b. al-Sharif, Cairo 1966) by
Abu 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim b. Hawazin al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072), quoted as
Risala, with page numbers; (10) Kitab al-Bayad wa I-Sawad min khasa’is hikam al-
‘ibad fi na‘t al-murid wa l-murad (ed. Bilal Orfali and Nada Saab, Leiden 2012) by
Abu I-Hasan ‘Ali b. al-Hasan al-Sirjani (d. ca. 470/1077), quoted as Bayad, with
paragraph numbers.

August 26, 2012
Bilal Orfali
Gerhard Bowering
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