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Introduction

1 K. al-Anwar al-bahiyya ft ta‘rif maqamat fusaha’ al-bariyya

K. al-Anwar al-bahiyya fi ta‘rif magamat fusaha al-bariyya is a work of adab
attributed to the renowned littérateur and historian of literature Aba Mansar
al-Tha‘alibi. The work consists of an introduction and four chapters. The first
three chapters are concerned with knowledge (i/m): Chapter One discusses
the merit and application of knowledge, Chapter Two the definition of knowl-
edge and its true meaning, and Chapter Three the conditions of knowledge.
Chapter Four, which constitutes the bulk of the book, is concerned with occa-
sions on which scholars and sages made speeches in the presence of rulers. It
is divided into two parts: Part One presents pre-Islamic ( jahiliyya) speeches,
incorporating Arab, Greek, Byzantine, Persian, and Indian traditions, and Part
Two presents Islamic speeches.

2 From Magqgam to Maqgama

The Abbasid secretary Abu Ishaq Ibrahim Ibn al-Mudabbir (d. 279/892—-893)
advised the ‘Abbasid secretaries of his time, in his letter on the scales of elo-
quence and the tools of penmanship (al-Risala al- Adhra’ fimawazin al-balagha
wa-adawat al-kitaba), to study a list of books, traditions, and genres; among
them he counts kutub al-magamat wa-l-khutab.! By Magamat Ibn al-Mudabbir
did not mean the literary genre of fictional Arabic prose literature invented by
Badi‘ al-Zaman al-Hamadhani (d. 398/1008). Magamat is a plural of two related
words: magam and magama. The root g-w-m implies the idea of rising or stand-
ing in order to perform and act. Magam occurs fourteen times in the Qur'an
with the general meaning of “abode,” or the meeting place of important peo-
ple. This second meaning is frequent in pre-Islamic and early Islamic poetry,
in which the word is also used to indicate theatre of warlike valour. Magam
also refers to the topics discussed in the course of the meeting of important
people, and by extension, to the “edifying addresses delivered before a distin-
guished audience.”? Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889) uses the term in this sense in his

1 See M. Kurd ‘Ali, Rasa’il al-bulagha’177.

2 We thank the staff of the Doha Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language for sending us
more than a thousand pages of examples of different contexts for the word. This semantic
evolution of the word is based on Ch. Pellat, Makama, in E12, 107a—107b.
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2 INTRODUCTION

‘Uyan al-akhbar, in which he presents ten magams of ascetics in the presence
of caliphs and kings.2

Similarly, Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih (d. 328/940) uses the term in his al-Tgd while
introducing his chapter on delegations (wufid) and in his chapter on address-
ing kings (mukhatabat al-mulik):

) e g_ﬂ)gcm&@;sﬂ\éc\j»,@m 399\ G aid gy D Ogm 06 2y
Ipmady BN Clndy o560 2 i sy b Slalie L el
Sl

We will now speak—God help us and provide us success—about the del-
egations which came to the Prophet, God bless him and give him peace,
and about those which came before caliphs and kings. For these were
occasions of excellence and scenes of celebration, in which spoken words
were well chosen and weighty ideas well thought out.*

s ri'“’ Jmlcmi,am;g@mr;uuﬁ, b1y 551 GUS gan 8

We have spoken about delegations and their presence before God’s
Prophet, may God bless him and his family and give him peace, and we
have also spoken about their presence before caliphs and kings.?

Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih’s chapter on delegations spans around one hundred pages
(1:274—378) while his chapter on addressing kings spans around seventy pages
(p. 2:3—75). These chapters include dozens of reports of eloquent speakers
addressing kings that are similar to the ones we find in ‘Uyan al-akhbar, al-
though the author does not use the term maqgam in introducing them.

3 Ibn Qutayba, Uyun al-akhbar 2:333—343. (1) Salih b. ‘Abd al-Jalil in front of al-Mahdi; (2)
anonymous ascetic in front of al-Manstir; (3) another ascetic in front of al-Manstir; (4) ‘Amr b.
‘Ubayd in front of al-Mansar; (5) Bedouin in front of Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Malik; (6) Bedouin
in front of Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik; (7) al-Awza in front of al-Mansar; (8) Khalid b. Safwan
in front of Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik; (9) Muhammad b. Kab al-Qarzi in front of ‘Umar b. ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz; and (10) al-Hasan b. ‘Ali in front of ‘Umar b. Hubayra.

4 Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, al-1qd al-farid 1:274. Translated by Issa Boullata, The Unique Necklace 1:227
with minor changes.

5 Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, al-Tqd al-farid 2:3. Translated by Issa Boullata, The Unique Necklace 2:1.

Bilal Orfali and Ramzi Baalbaki - 978-90-04-51705-9
Downloaded from Brill.com08/10/2022 07:45:51PM
via American University of Beirut



INTRODUCTION 3

The author of al-Anwar al-bahiyya is writing in the same tradition, but the
content of his work is different. One might find a few common reports between
al-Anwar al-bahiyya and these works, but the wording and the isnads introduc-
ing the reports indicate that the author is not drawing directly from either of
Uyan al-akhbar or al-1qd. Moreover, neither of these works shows an interest
in Persian, Indian, Greek, or Byzantine source material.

To this discussion of magamat, al-Safina al-jami‘a of the Iranian Zaydi and
Mu‘tazili al-Hakim Aba Sa‘d al-Muhassin b. Muhammad b. Karama al-Jishumi
(al-Jushami?) al-Bayhaqi (d. 494/1101) is of interest here.® The work, still in
manuscript form, includes a significant chapter titled Kitab al-Magamat
located in its third volume (mujallad).” Jishumi understands these mgamat not
as examples of delegations to kings or eloquent speech, but rather as examples
of courageous criticism of the ruling power. Jishumi introduces these maga-
mat with a few sections that provide a political frame: (1) commanding right
and forbidding wrong (al-amr bi-l-ma‘raf wa-l-nahy ‘an al-munkar); (2) speak-
ing the truth in face of unjust ruler (gaw! al-haqq ‘inda sultan ja’ir); (3) on rulers
(ft lLumard@’); (4) misguided rulers in the Quran (wa-mimma jaa fi l-quran fi
l-a’imma al-dalla); and (5) precepts and Counsels (al-wasaya wa-l-mawa‘iz al-
karima). Al-Jishumi includes around forty maqgams for personalities that are
generally included in al-Anwar al-bahiyya, but the reports quoted here rarely
intersect with the ones in al-Anwar. Another work attributed to Aba Hamid
al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111) bears the most similarity to the content of al-Anwar al-
bahiyya and will be discussed in the next section.

When al-Hamadhani (d. 398/1008) wrote his famous magamat he was per-
haps thinking of all the pervious nuances of meaning: feats of arms, sermons,
and sessions. After him, the word was applied to the literary genre.

3 The Attribution to Aba Mansur al-Tha‘alibi

Isma‘l Basha al-Babani (d. 1339/1920) included the title al-Anwar al-bahiyya
among al-Tha‘alibi’s works.® The title, however, does not appear in any of the
pre-modern lists of al-ThaalibT’s works.® The two surviving manuscripts, Ms

6 Foral-Jishum’s life and works, see the introduction of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Salimi of al-Jishumi,
al-Tahdhib fi l-tafsir.

7 Ms Maktabat al-Jami‘ al-Kabir, San@’ 368—438. We thank Maurice Pomerantz for providing a
copy of this manuscript.

8 See Babani, Hadiyyat al-‘arifin 1:625.

9 See below for a detailed discussion of al-Thaalibi’s works and the various pre-modern and
modern lists.
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4 INTRODUCTION

Beyazit Umumi 3709 (completed 6 Dhi l-Hijja 707/27 May 1308) and Ms Kuwait
University 735 (completed 11 Safar 1325/18 July 1891), identify al-Tha‘alibi as the
compiler on the cover page.

Although there is no clear evidence for al-Tha‘alibT’s authorship in the book
itself, some circumstantial evidence points out to the authenticity of the attri-
bution. First, no information produced after al-ThaalibT’s death date appears
in the book. Second, like most of al-Tha‘alibr’s works, the book includes a
short introduction and no conclusion. The introduction includes several for-
mulaic motifs that are common in al-Tha‘alib1’s other introductions, such as
the elaborate hamdala, quoting and adapting Qur’anic verses, and brilliant
exordia (bara‘at al-istihlal).1° Third, the subject matter of the book resonates
with al-Tha‘alib1’s interests. Al-Tha‘alib1’s oeuvre reveals a strong interest in pre-
Islamic and Early Islamic literary, historical, and wisdom traditions, and often
combines this with Greek, Indian, and Iranian traditions. His Khass al-khass
fi l-amthal and al-ijaz wa-l-jjaz include dozens of Greek, Indian, and Persian
maxims and proverbs.!! Perhaps the most prominent example of al-Tha‘alibT’s
interest in historical akhbar is his Ta’rikh ghurar al-siyar,> which is a univer-
sal history that extends from creation to the author’s own time, with special
focus on Persian kings.!® Fourth, al-Thaalibi exhibits an interest in eloquent
speech ( fasaha) in many of his works and he often pays special attention to the
speech of social groups such as ‘ulama’ and rulers (wuzara’, mulitk). His Lata’if
al-zurafa’ min tabaqat al-fudala’, to give one prominent example, is divided into
twelve chapters in which he collects the anecdotes (lat@’f) exhibiting the elo-
quent speech of (1) Companions and Followers of the Prophet (al-sahaba wa-l-
tabiun), (2) Pre-Islamic Kings (al-mulik al-mutagaddimin), (3) Muslim Kings
and Amirs (muluk al-islam wa-umara’uh), (4) Viziers and High Officials (al-
wuzara’wa-l-kubara’), (5) Eloquent and Literary Men (al-bulagha’wa-l-udaba’),
(6) Judges and Scholars (al-qudat wa-I-‘ulama’), (7) Physicians and Philoso-
phers (al-atibba’ wa-l-falasifa), (8) Slave Girls and Beautiful Ladies (alsjawari
wa-l-nisa@’ al-hisan), (9) Singers and Chanters (al-mughannin wa-l-mutribin),
(10) Witty Men and Women of Every Rank and Pursuance (al-zurafa’ min kull

10 See B. Orfali, The Art of the Mugaddima.

11 Check, for example, his chapter fi-ma yajri majra al-amthal min kalam al-mulik, al-
Tha‘alibi, Khass al-khass fi l-amthal 147-158 and the sources listed in it.

12 The book survives in several titles: Ta’rikh ghurar al-siyar, al-Ghurar fi siyar al-mulik wa-
akhbarihim, Ghurar akhbar muluk al-Furs wa-siyarihim, Ghurar mulik al-Furs, Tabagat
al-muluk, Ghurar wa-siyar. See Orfali, the Anthologist’s Art 67—69.

13 Only the first half of this work, up to the caliphate of Abni Bakr, has survived, and
thereof only the section dealing with pre-Islamic Persian history has been published. Fora
detailed discussion of the authenticity of the work, see Orfali, the Anthologist’s Art 67—69.
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INTRODUCTION 5

tabaga wa-fann), (11) Poets Composing in Prose (al-shu‘ara’ nathran), and (12)
Poets Composing in Verse (al-shu‘ar@’ nagman).* This interest in the speech
of different social and professional groups is also reflected in al-Tha‘alib1’s clas-
sification of proverbs in the second part of Khass al-khass fi [-amthal where
al-Tha‘alib1 includes twenty-eight social and professional groups (e.g. kings,
viziers, secretaries, littérateurs, ascetics and Sufis, philosophers, judges, poets,
merchants, chess players, women, and slaves).

Further evidence pointing to the authenticity of the attribution is found in
the chains of transmitters (isnads) that appear in the text and which deserve
some attention. Seeking simplicity, we will pay attention to the first guarantor!
in the isnads which are sometimes repeated in the text.

Author > Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (d. 412, Nishapuar, Khurasan)

Author > Abu 1-Hasan Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-Faris1 (d. 422, Nishapar,
Khurasan)

Author > Abu 1-Qasim al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Habib al-Nishapuuri (d. 406,
Nishapur, Khurasan)

Author > Abu ‘Abdallah al-Husayn al-Qa’in1 (n.d. Q&’in, Khurasan)

Author > Abu l-Hasan al-Q&’ini (n.d. Q&’in, Khurasan)

Author > Abi Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hamadhani (n.d. Hamadhan, Khura-
san)

Author > Abu Zakariyya Yahya b. ‘Ammar al-Saw1 (n.d. Herat, Khurasan)

Author > Abu 1-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Hamadhani (d. 402, Hamadhan,
Khurasan)

Author > Abu 1-Qasim al-Maghribi (d. 412, Nishapar, Khurasan)

These isnads suggest that the author is a Nishapurl who transmitted akhbar

from Sufis and traditionalists in the late 4th century and early 5th century

A.H. These akhbar are not particularly Sufi in nature, and two names in par-

ticular deserve special attention: Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (occurring

five times in the text) and Abu I-Qasim al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Habib al-

Nishapiir1 (occurring three times in the text). Al-Sulami'® was a ShafiT1 who

adhered to the tradition of the Khurasanian Malamatiyya!” and Ash‘arism,

14  See al-Thaalibi, Kitab Lat@’if al-zurafa’ 5-8. The translation of the chapters is taken from
Q. al-Samarrai’s introduction 1X—X.

15 A guarantor is any (preceding) person in the process of transmission on whom another
(subsequent) individual relies for information; see Sebastian Giinther, Assessing the
Sources of Classical Arabic Compilations 85.

16 For al-Sulam’s life and works, see Thibon, Jean-Jacques, L'oeuvre d’Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Sulami.

17 See F. de Jong, Malamatiyya, in Er%> X1:223b—228b.
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6 INTRODUCTION

while Ibn Habib al-Nishapuri'® was a littérateur, historian, and Quran com-
mentator who, in his youth, belonged to the Karramiyya movement whose
ostentatious forms of asceticism and theological anthropomorphism were in
direct clash with the Sufis.!® The fact that the author narrates akhbar on the
authority of both suggests that he is outside both circles, and the literary
nature of the work and its focus on eloquence ( fasaha) supports the attribu-
tion of this work to a littérateur. Despite that al-Tha‘alibi includes a number of
Sufi poets in his Yatimat al-dahr and Tatimmat al-Yatima. Moreover, his oeu-
vre, in general, reveals an interest in hadith and religious tradition, but we
do not know from our sources that al-Tha‘alibi has met these two personali-
ties, i.e., Sulami and Ibn Habib. Ibn Habib was undoubtedly in contact with
literary circles in Nishapur; we are even told that he attended the famous
debate between Badi‘ al-Zaman al-Hamadhani (d. 398/1008) and Abu Bakr al-
Khwarizmi (d. 383/993).2°

When discussing the authenticity of the text, one book attributed to Abu
Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111) deserves special attention: Magamat al-‘ulama
bayna yaday al-khulaf@’ wa-l-umara@’, edited by Muhammad Hasan Isma‘il and
Ahmad Farid al-Mazidi, and published by Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, based on
two manuscripts from Berlin and Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya. A close look at the
work reveals that it is mostly an abridgement of the last section of al-Anwar
al-bahiyya, i.e. dhikr maqamat al-‘ulama’wa-l-hukama’ bayna yaday al-khulafa®
wa-l-umard fi -Islam; the work thus omits the sections on knowledge, most
of the Arabic pre-Islamic section, and all Greek, Byzantine, Indian, and Per-
sian material. The isnads of al-Anwar al-bahiyya are altered in the process.
Thus, instead of sami‘tu al-shaykh Aba Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami in al-Anwar
al-bahiyya, we find in Magamat al-ulama* qala al-shaykh Abi Abd al-Rahman
al-Sulami.

4 Abu Mansur al-Tha‘alibi

Abu Mansur ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Tha‘alibi was a littéra-
teur, poet, critic, lexicographer, historian of literature, prolific scholar, and one
of the most important literary figures in the fourth-fifth/tenth-eleventh cen-

18  For Ibn Habib’s life and works, see W. Saleh, The Formation of the Classical Tafsir Tradition
45-47.

19 See Berger, Lutz, Karramiyya, in EI3, online.

20  SeeYaqut al-Hamawi, Mujam al-udaba’1:242.

Bilal Orfali and Ramzi Baalbaki - 978-90-04-51705-9
Downloaded from Brill.com08/10/2022 07:45:51PM
via American University of Beirut



INTRODUCTION 7

turies.?! Pre-modern biographers list dozens of books that he compiled,?2 and
modern scholars attempted to distinguish authentic books from among hun-
dreds of titles in manuscript libraries.?3 There is no doubt that much of the

21 For a detailed biography of al-Thaalibi, see Orfali, The Anthologist’s Art 34—44; Everett
Rowson, al-Thaalibi, in E12 x:426a—427b; Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litter-
atur 1:284-286, S I:499-502; Bosworth (tr.), The Lata’if al-Ma'‘arif of Tha‘alibi [The Book
of Curious and Entertaining Information] 1-3y; al-Jadir, al-Thaalibi nagidan wa-adiban 15—
132; Mubarak, al-Nathr al-fanni fi [-qarn al-rabi* 2:179—190. For the primary sources, see
(arranged chronologically): al-Qayrawani, Zahr al-adab 1:127-128; al-Bakharzi, Dumyat
al-gasr 2:966—967; al-Shantarini, al-Dhakhira fi mahasin ahl al-Jazira 8:560—583; Ibn al-
Anbari, Nuzhat al-alibba’ 365; al-Kala, Thkam san‘at al-kalam 224—225; Ibn Khallikan,
Wafayat al-a‘yan 3178-190; al-Dhahabi, al-Tbar fi khabar man ghabar 3a72; ibid, Siyar
a‘lam al-nubala’17:437-438; ibid, Tarikh al-Islam 29:291-293; al-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat
19:130-134; al-Kutubi, Uyan al-tawarikh, Ms. Zahiriyya 45, 13:179"-181"; al-Yafi, Mirat al-
jinan 3:53-54; al-Damiri, Hayat al-hayawan al-kubra 1:223—224; al-‘Abbasi, Ma‘ahid al-
tansis 266—271.

22 Thefirst detailed list of al-Tha‘alibT’s books was given by al-Kala‘i (d. sixth/twelfth century)
and includes twenty-one works. Al-Safadi (d. 764/1363) provides the longest list available
from primary sources amounting to seventy works, with some duplications and false attri-
butions (see references in the previous footnote). Hajji Khalifa lists around twenty books
in different entries of his Kashf al-zunun; see Kashf al-zuniin 14,120, 238, 483, 523, 981, 985,
1061, 1203, 1288, 1445, 1488, 1535, 1554, 1582, 1583, 1911, 1989, 2049.

23 Jurjl Zaydan mentions thirty-six works, describing the published ones and indicating the
locations of those in manuscript, albeit not with exact references; see Tarikh adab al-
lugha al-‘arabiyya 2:595. The editors of Lat@’if al-ma‘arif list ninety-three works; see intro.
of al-Thaalibi, Lat@’if al-ma‘rif 10—17. ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Hulw counts sixty-eight works,
basing his list on that of a-Kutubi; see intro. of al-Thaalibi, al-Tamthil wa-l-muhadara
14—20. Brockelmann discusses fifty-one works while Sezgin lists locations of only twelve
manuscript; see Brockelmann, AL 1:284—286; GAL s1:499—-502 and Sezgin, Geschichte
des arabischen Schrifitums, vi11:231-236. Al-Ziriklt enumerates thirty-three published and
unpublished works; see al-Alam, 4:311. Everett Rowson describes the content of a number
of al-Tha‘alibt’s authentic works in al-Tha‘alibi, Aba Mansar ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhmmad
b. Isma‘l, in EI? x:426a—427b. A valuable tally is that of Qasim al-Samarrai, who includes
thirty-eight authentic works arranged according to their dedication to patrons with loca-
tions of the manuscripts; see al-Samarrai, Some Biographical Notes on al-Tha‘alib1175-186.
Y. ‘A. al-Madghar in his introduction to Mirat al-muritat counts 128 works; see intro-
duction of al-Thaalibi, Mirat al-muriat 30-128. Hilal Naji collects more than one list in
his introductions to editions of al-Tha‘alibi’s works, the most extensive of which includes
109 titles; see introduction of al-Tha‘alibi, al-Anis fi ghurar al-tajnis. The best survey of al-
Tha‘alibi’s works, which includes a discussion of biographical problems and manuscript
locations, has been compiled by Mahmaud al-Jadir, in which the author attempts to recon-
struct their chronology, including a later update with new manuscripts and editions; see
Al-Jadir, al-Tha‘alibt nagidan wa-adiban 58-132 and al-Jadir, Dirasa tawthiqiyya. This arti-
cle was reprinted in Dirasat tawthigiyya wa-tahqiqiyya ft masadir al-turath 382—454. Since
then, more manuscripts of al-Tha‘alibr’s works have been discovered and/or published,
and many published works have been re-edited; see the most comprehensive list so far by
Orfali, The Works of Abit Mansur al-Thaalibi.
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fourth-fifth/tenth-eleventh century literature would be lost had it not been for
the efforts of this tireless scholar who wrote in Arabic and promoted its litera-
ture in the eastern parts of the Islamic world.2*

His nisba refers to a farrier/tailor who works with the fur of foxes, and this
prompted Ibn Khallikan (d. 681/1282) and other later biographers to consider
this his first occupation.?> However, no evidence in the early sources or in al-
Tha‘alib1’s works supports this. Al-Jadir suggests that this was the occupation of
his father and cites a sentence from Nathr al-nagm indicating that Abi Mansur
was Ibn al-Tha‘alibt al-Nishapurt [the son of al-Tha‘alibt from Nishapur].26

The sources agree that he was born in 350/961 in Nishapir. The date of
429/1039 for his death seems to be firm, for it is given by al-Bakharzi (d. 467/
1075), who lived a generation later and whose father was al-Tha‘alibi’s neighbor.
In his poetry he mentions that he inherited from his father a property (day @)
that he squandered in his quest for adab.?”

Al-Thaalibr’s life was politically unstable because of the continual conflicts
between the Buyid, Samanid, Ghaznavid, and Saljuq rulers who had created
independent states that served as destinations for itinerant poets and prose
writers. Hence, during the course of his life, al-Tha‘alibi traveled extensively
within the eastern part of the Islamic world, visiting centers of learning and
meeting other prominent figures of his time. These travels allowed him to col-
lect directly from various authors or written works the vast amount of material
he deploys in his numerous, wide-ranging works, many of which are dedicated
to the prominent patrons of his time.

Al-Thaalibi lived in Nishapur and traveled freely within the Samanid lands.
From his book dedications and the reports he gives in his works, we know that
he visited Bukhara, Jurjan, Isfara’in, Jurjaniyya, Ghazna, and Herat.?8 From his
various works, we know that he dedicated poems and books to his lifetime
friend and supporter Abiui I-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali (d. 436/1044—
1045), the amir Qabus b. Wushmgir (d. 403/1012), the amir Sebiiktegin (d. 412/
1021), the governor of Khurasan Abu Sahl al-Hamdini/al-Hamdawi, the amir
Abu I-Abbas Ma’'min b. Ma’'mun Khwarizm (d. 407/1017), the Khwarizmian

24  Other than the meager references to bilingual poets in Yatimat al-dahr and Tatimmat al-
Yatima, al-Thaalibi seems indifferent to the newly rising Persian poetry in the eastern
Islamic world. See Savant, The New Muslims 122—134.

25  See Mandaur, al-Naqd al-manhaji inda [-Arab 313; al-Shak‘a, Manahij al-ta’lif inda [- ulama’
al-Arab, gism al-adab 275.

26  See al-Jadir, al-Thaalibi 22.

27 See Diwan al-Tha‘alibi 30.

28  For a chronology of these trips with references to the primary sources; see Orfali, The Art
of Anthology, Chapter One.
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vizier Abui ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Hamid (d. after 402/1011), Abt 1-Hasan
Muhammad b. Isa al-Karaji, the amir of Ghazna Ab 1-Qasim Mahmud b. Nasir
al-Din [Sebiiktegin] (d. 421/1030) better known as Mahmud of Ghazna, Sultan
Mahmud’s brother the amir Abu 1-Muzaffar Nasr b. Nasir al-Din [Sebiiktegin]
(d. 412/1021), his first vizier Abu 1-‘Abbas al-Fadl b. ‘Al al-Isfara’ini, and the
judge Abu Ahmad Mansur b. Muhammad al-Haraw1 al-Azdi. He also praised
and dedicated books to Sultan Mas‘ad of Ghazna (d. 432/1040) and a num-
ber of personalities associated with him, such as his vizier Abii Nasr Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. Abi Zayd, Abu l-Hasan Musafir b. al-Hasan, who was in charge
of the Ghaznavid army in Khurasan, and Abu I-Fath al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-
Saymar1.29

In his works, al-Tha‘alibi drew much of the material from written sources, as
is evident from the numerous authors he cites without isnad.3° Nevertheless,
that many of al-Thaalibr's works deal with contemporary literature presup-
poses a strong reliance on oral and aural sources,3! mainly because al-Tha‘alibi
was the first to collect this literature, as he claims in the introduction to Yati-
mat al-dahr.32 Despite his explicit signaling of the different types of sources
he draws from, it is difficult to say whether al-Tha‘alibi was in fact formally
instructed by those whose texts he transmits. There is some evidence that he
studied with Aba Bakr al-Khwarizmi.33

29  Seeforexactreferences and discussion Orfali, The Art of anthology, chapters One and Two.

30  Shawkat Toorawa argues that the availability of books in the third/ninth century in Bagh-
dad made it possible to complete one’s training in adab through self-teaching. This devel-
opment, according to Toorawa, resulted in a parallel drop in the reliance on oral and aural
transmission of knowledge and an increased dependence on books and written materials.
See Toorawa, Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur 124. See also Schoeler, The Genesis of Literature in Islam
122-125.

31 The term “aural” came to be seen as useful in historical-analytical studies of the sources
of medieval Arabic compilations because it values both the written material (on which
most lectures, seminars and tutorials were based) as well as the actual way of teaching
this material by reading aloud from a written text; for more information and studies on
aural transmission, see Giinther, Assessing the Sources, 75-98.

32 See al-Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr 1:17. For a detailed study on al-Thaalibi’s sources in the
Yatimat al-dahr and Tatimmat al-Yatima, see Orfali, The Sources of al-Tha‘alibi1—47; Orfali,
The Anthologist’s Art, Chapter Four.

33 Ibn al-Anbari describes him by saying “akhadha ‘an Abi Bakr al-Khwarizmi;” see Ibn al-
Anbari, Nuzhat al-alibb&’ 365. In the first gism of his Yatima, he mentions that he has
included material that al-Khwarizmi recited and dictated to him (ma kana akthar ma
yunshiduniwa yuktibuni (or yukattibunt)); see Yatimat al-dahr 1:26. Al-Thaalibi ascertains
this information again in the entry of al-Sari al-Raffa’ (d. 366/976), stating that he trans-
mitted some of the poetry that he received from al-Khwarizmi both orally and in writing
(anshadaniha wa-ansakhaniha); see ibid. 2mg.
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Al-Tha‘alibi had many friends as is evident in Yatimat al-dahr, Tatimmat al-
Yatima, and his other works. These were contemporary poets, scholars, sources
for poetry or prose, people who hosted al-Tha‘alibi in his travels, or who spon-
sored or attended majalis of adab. One friend whom al-Tha‘alibl met early
in his life was Abu 1-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali. Al-Tha‘libi, no
doubt, benefited much from al-Mikalr’s library34 and from the literary scholars
who attended his majlis®> as well as from Abu 1-Fadl himself and his works.36
Another early friend of al-Tha‘alibi was the traditionalist and literary scholar
of Nishaptur Aba Nasr Sahl b. al-Marzuban,?” who continuously supported the
author with rare books and diwans, acted as a rich source of akhbar and adab,
and occasionally composed works especially for him.3® The two also shared
literary debates and poetic riddles, some of which survive in al-Tha‘lib1’s
works.3? Also dear to al-Tha‘alibi was the poet Abii I-Fath al-Busti (d. 400/1010),
whom he first met in Nishapur.4® Their friendship continued by correspon-
dence after al-Busti left Nishapur as they exchanged eloquent letters.#!

Just as we cannot ascertain any of al-Tha‘alibT’s teachers, we cannot iden-
tify formal students. However, there is evidence that al-Tha‘alibi taught Yatimat
al-dahr in a formal majlis to students.*?> Moreover, Yaqut al-Hamaw1 mentions

34  Al-Thaalibi acknowledges use of al-Mikali’s library in Yatimat al-dahr 3:340 and Figh al-
lugha 9.

35  See, for example, al-Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr 2:219, 4:394, 423, 432, 449.

36  For Abu l-Fadl al-Mikal’s works, see Ibn Shakir al-Kutubi, Fawat al-wafayat 2:52. Al-
Tha‘alibi’s interest in the works of al-Mikali is proven by the fact that al-Tha‘alibi wrote
al-Muntahal as an abridgment of al-Mikali’s al-Muntakhal.

37  Originally from Isfahan, al-Marzuban lived for a while in Nishapar where he met al-
Tha‘alibi; among his books are Akhbar Ibn al-Rumi, Akhbar Jahza al-Barmaki, Dhikr al-
ahwal fi Sha‘ban wa-shahr Ramadan wa-Shawwal, al-Adab fi-l-ta‘am wa-l-sharab. He him-
self is a poet himself who occupies an entry in Yatimat al-dahr 4:30911f,; see also Hamawi,
Mujam al-udaba’, 31408-1409.

38  He composed at least Akhbar Ibn al-Rimi especially for al-Tha‘alib; see al-Tha‘alibi, Yati-
mat al-dahr 4:392.

39 See, for example, al-Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr 4:394; ibid, al-Iqtibas min al-Qur'an al-karim
1:167.

40  Hedescribes him saying, “We were brought together by the bond of adab, which is stronger
than the bond of lineage.” See al-Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr 4:302.

41 See al-Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr 4:320;ibid, Ahsan ma sami‘tu 34, 38, ibid, Lata’if al-ma‘arif
206; ibid, Khass al-khass 157-158.

42  For example, the tenth bab ends as follows: “This is an addendum supplemented by al-
amir Abu I-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali, may God have mercy upon him, in his
own handwriting at the end of the fourth volume [mujallad] of his copy on the authority
of al-Tha‘alibi. Al-Shaykh Abii Mansiir, may God have mercy upon him, said to one of his
students while reading: I have approved the Amir’s action, and if you wish to record it in
its place in the book, do so for I authorize you in that.” Al-Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr 4:450.
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having seen a copy of Yatimat al-dahr with annotations by Ya‘qib b. Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Nishapuri (d. 474/1081)*3 as recorded while studying the text
with al-Tha‘alib1 himself.## Yaqut mentions another copy of al-Yatima copied
by the judge and poet Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Bahhathi.> Al-Tha‘alibi him-
self mentions that he read al-Yatima with Abu 1-Mahasin Sa‘d b. Muhammad
b. Mansur.#6 Al-Bayhaqi (d. 470/1077)%7 likewise mentions that he transmit-
ted on the authority of al-Tha‘alibt when he was in Nishapur.#® Furthermore,
al-Wahidi (d. ca. 469/1075), in a work that survives in Ms ‘Arif Hikmat 154,
edited by ‘Adil al-Furayjat as al-Da‘awat wa-l-fusil, transmits from al-Tha‘alibi
some of his poetry, introducing it with the words ‘wa-anshadant Abi Mansir
al-Tha‘alibt” [Aba Mansur al-Tha‘alibi recited to me].49

Al-Jadir identifies in the Bada’i‘ al-bada’ih of ‘Al b. Zafir al-Azdi (d. 613/1216)
some reports whose isnads end with Abi Muhammad Isma‘ll b. Muhammad al-
Nishapari®® on the authority of al-Tha@lib1.?! Finally, al-Jadir affirms isnads for
several of al-Tha‘alib1’s works on the authority of Aba Muhammad al-Husayn b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Nishapuri, and Aba Nasr b. Muhammad b. al-Fadl b.
Muhammad al-Sarkhasi (or Sarakhsi) on the direct authority of al-Tha‘alib1.52
These personalities may have been among al-Tha‘alib1’s students.

Today, al-Tha‘alib1 is best known as an anthologist of Arabic literature.53 His
anthologies, whether multithematic or monothematic, are often systematic in
following the plan and purpose established in the introduction to the work. In

43  See his biography in al-Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima 201; al-Kutubi, Fawat al-wafayat
2:646.

44  SeeYaqut al-Hamawi, Mu§am al-udaba’ 701.

45  Ibid, 2428. Muhammad b. Ishaq b. ‘Ali b. Dawad b. Hamid Abu Ja‘far al-Qadi al-Zawzani
al-Bahhathi, one of the main sources of al-Bakharzi in Dumyat al-qasr; see his biography
in al-Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima 212; al-Bakharzi, Dumyat al-qasr 1374; and al-Hamaw,
Mujam al-udaba’ 2427.

46 See his biography in al-Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima 165 and al-Bakharzi, Dumyat al-qasr
573-575.

47  Aba I-Fadl Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Bayhaqj, the famous Persian historian of the
sth/uth century; see his biography in Naficy, Bayhaki, in £r? 1:u30b—1132a and the sources
listed there.

48  Al-Bayhaq, Tarikh-i Bayhaqt 624—626.

49  See al-Wahidi, al-Da‘awat wa-l-fusil 91, 114, 121.

50  See his biography in al-Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr 4:470.

51 See al-Jadir, al-Thaalibt 54; al-Azdi, Bad@i‘ al-bad@ih 130.

52  See al-Jadir, al-Thaalibt 54.

53  Asurvey of adab anthologies in Arabic literature including the Post-Mongol period is pre-
sented by A. Hamori and T. Bauer, Anthologies, in £13 (online). For the Abbasid period, see
Orfali, A Sketch Map of Arabic Poetry. For the Mamlitk period, see T. Bauer, Literarische
Anthologien der Mamlukenzeit 71-122.
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12 INTRODUCTION

these diverse works, al-Tha‘alibi includes literary material suitable for quota-
tion in private and official correspondence and gives equal attention to prose
and poetry as well as their various combinations.

5 Manuscripts and Edition

This edition of K. al-Anwar al-bahiyya is based on the two known surviv-
ing manuscripts of the text: Ms Beyazit Umumi 3709 (completed 6 Dhu 1-
Hijja 707/27 May 1308) and Maktabat Kulliyyat al-Adab wa-1-Makhtutat 735 in
Kuwait (completed 11 Safar 1325/18 July 1891). The first manuscript is older and
provides a better text in general.

In preparing this edition, meters have been added in brackets, preceding the
verses of poetry in the Arabic text. We traced the poetry in the Diwans of poets
and/or other primary sources prior to al-Tha‘alibi’s death date. We have iden-
tified individual names based on al-Zirikli’s al-Alam and primary sources. The
sura and verse numbers have been provided in the footnotes for the Quran
citations, which have been fully vocalized. We have indicated in the footnotes
the occasions when we have diverted from Ms Beyazit Umumi, such as in a
scribal error, wrong isnad, or incorrect name. Some ancillary signs were added
consistently to the Arabic text, such as the doubling sign over a consonant
(tashdid). The tashdid was omitted, however, in liaison for the definite article
in case of “sun” letters. The sign of nunnation (tanwin) was added regularly in
the accusative and, when helpful, in the genitive and nominative. Vowel signs
were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or to refer to the first or second
person when required for textual precision. Vowel signs were often added to
personal names and difficult words, to avoid possible confusion in the pronun-
ciation of a particular name or word. Marks of punctuation, such as commas,
periods, colons, question marks, and exclamation marks have been added to
the Arabic text when the sense of specific sentences requires it. The beginning
of each page of Ms Beyazit Umumi is indicated in the margin.
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